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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT, 
TOWN  HALL, 

BEDFORD. 

December,  1969 


To;  HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND 

COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1968  was  a year  of  change  and  threatened  change. 

For  the  first  nine  months  of  the  year  Dr.  Margaret  A.  Glass 
continued  to  exercise  her  control  over  the  Department  and  it  is 
to  her  credit  that  the  Day  Nursery  survived  its  difficult  early 
days  at  95  Ashburnham  Road,  that  extra  school  clinics  functioned 
at  Union  Street,  and  it  was  with  her  encouragement  that  we 
established  both  the  audiological  clinic  and  the  assessment  play 
group  for  children  of  pre-school  years,  who  were  showing  signs 
of  delayed  mental  development.  It  then  lay  with  me  taking  up  the 
post  of  MedM'al  Officer  of  Health,  on  the  1st  October,  to 
consolidate  these  advances  and  it  is  now  my  pleasure  to  submit  to 
you  our  Annual  Report  for  1968, 

Perhaps  the  most  exciting  step  forward  which  we  took  in  1968, 
was  the  development  of  the  computer  system  for  the  control  of 
immunisation  and  vaccination.  By  dint  of  hard  work,  translating 
the  data  from  the  old  system  to  the  new,  we  were  able  to  take  onto 
the  computer  file  all  children  born  on  and  after  the  1st  January, 
1968.  This  system,  which  is  now  established,  is  the  foundation  on 
which  we  can  build  a file  of  all  our  children,  identifying  those  at 
risk,  those  with  minor  or  major  handicaps,  and  those  who  will  need 
special  care  with  regard  to  appropriate  school  placement.  There 
can  be  no  question  but  that  the  employment  of  the  computer  in 
medicine  will  now  develop  at  an  ever  Increasing  rate.  We  are  just 
on  the  threshold.  The  movement  is  towards  record  linkage,  with 
general  practitioner  access  to  the  computer  data  file,  involvement 
of  the  computer  in  screening,  appointments  and  forward  planning. 

Continuing  the  tradition,  established  by  the  late  Dr.  Clive 
Sharp,  in  Bedford,  of  evaluating  techniques  of  medical  screening, 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  glaucoma  and  diabetic  surveys 
continue  into  their  fifth  and  sixth  years,  respectively,  and 
progress  reports  on  both  of  these  are  contained  in  the  main  body  of 
the  report. 

Late  in  the  year  the  Optical  Information  Council  experimented 
with  a vision  screening  unit  sited  on  the  Market  Square,  and 
although  the  weather  at  the  time  of  their  visit  was  inclement, 
the  response  was  sufficient  to  warrant  consideration  of  a return 
visit . 
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The  Personal  Needs  Survey,  house  to  house  questionnaire, 
continued  through  1968.  Queen's  Park,  Cauldwell  and  Newnham  Wards 
have  now  been  circulated  and  it  is  encouraging  to  have  such  a good 
response  from  the  public. 

Although  during  the  survey  we  have  found  a significant  number 
of  people  who  were  actually  in  need  of  some  service,  the  most 
rewarding  part  of  the  exercise  has  been  the  re-assurance  which  we 
have  been  able  to  offer  to  elderly  people  who  were  perhaps  a little 
fearful  of  the  future. 

This  investigation  has  highlighted  the  continuing  care  which  the 
health  visitors  extend,  especially  to  the  elderly  in  the  Borough  - 
recognising  their  difficulties,  identifying  their  disabilities,  and 
resolving  their  problems. 

This  work  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  will  be  further 
extended  with  the  movement  towards  attachment  of  local  authority 
staff  to  general  practitioners;  for  not  only  will  the  health  visitors 
thereby  enjoy  the  privileges  of  working  closely  with  the  general 
practitioners  but  so  also  the  district  nurses  who  will  also  be 
linked  more  directly  with  the  general  practitioners. 

Statistics  are  usually  rather  dry  and  uninteresting  but  I 
would  specifically  draw  your  attention  to  the  statistics  reflecting 
the  work  of  the  Borough  midwives  - these  figures  of  296  domiciliary 
births  do  not  fully  express  the  continuing  care  throughout  those 
pregnancies,  the  'phone  calls  in  the  night,  the  false  alarms,  that 
wonderful  cup  of  tea  when  it  is  all  over  - these  are  not  statistics. 

Threatened  change  - It  was  in  July  that  the  Seebhom  Committee 
reported  and  the  Ministry  of  Health  issued  its  Green  Paper,  both  of 
these  proposed  to  make  profound  changes  in  the  structure  of  the 
Local  Health  and  Welfare  Services.  Overhanging  those  proposals  was 
the  doubt  and  hesitancy  - waiting  for  Redcliffe  Maud  . For  the 
Royal  Commission,  we  expected  would  recommend  dramatic  changes  in 
local  authority  structure. 

These  proposals  would  suggest  that  the  role  of  the  Medical 
Officer  Of  Health  should  pass  to  that  of  the  Community  Physician 
but  in  any  suggested  metamorphosis  there  are  bound  to  be  certain 
aspects  of  the  work  which  are  lost  - one  such  loss  may  be  the 
traditional  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  I personally 
would  like. to  suggest  that  although  the  compilation  of  this  report 
is  given  little  priority  in  the  work  of  the  Department,  it  is  a 
valuable  vehicle  through  which  to  express  the  hopes  end  aspirations 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Also,  in  any  proposed  change,  the  harmonious  relationship 
which  exists  between  the  voluntary  associations  and  the  Health  and 
Welfare  Departments  of  Local  Authorities  must  be  protected. 

A recent  count  in  this  Department  revealed  that  we  were 
co-operating  with  no  less  than  37  different  voluntary  associations; 
this  suggests  that  the  present  structure  and  function  of  local 
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authorit  Les  is  such  as  to  promote  a working  relationship  through 
which  the  fullest  effect  of  voluntary  effort  can  be  made  available 
to  those  in  need. 

I would,  here,  wish  to  acknowledge  the  generosity  of  the  St. 
John's  Hospital  Trust  for  their  provision,  in  April,  of  a specially 
adapted  vehicle  for  the  conveyance  of  the  handicapped  and  infirm 
elderly.  Over  the  past  few  years  the  need  for  such  a provision 
has  become  more  and  more  obvious,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report 
that  this  gift  has  enabled  more  of  the  less  mobile  citizens  to 
participate  in  recreational,  diversional  and  therapeutic  activities 
in  the  town. 

"Department  of  Public  Health"  - "Department  of  Community 
Medicine  - no  matter  the  name  our  purpose  should  be  to  ensure 
a continually  improving  service  to  the  public. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 


J.G.M. Mortimer 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


BOROUGH  OF  BEDFORD 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1,  VITAL  STATISTICS 
1.  Summary  of  Statistics 


Area  of  Borough  (in  acres)  (before  extension)  4,972 

" " " " ” (after  extension)-lst  April, 1968  6,012 

Population  - 

Census  1961  63,317 

Registrar-General's  Estimated  Home  Population  for  1968  68,490 

" " " " " for  statistics  68,230 


Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  - 

According  to  Rate  Books  - 1st  April,  1968  21,371 

Number  of  Private  Households  - 

Census  1961  20,391 

Number  of  Private  Dwellings  - 

Census  1961  18,617 

Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  December,  1968  £4,166,710 

Penny  Rate  Product  for  the  year  1968/69  £16,750 


Male 

Female 

Total 

1,000 

population 

Crude 

Corrected 

Live  Births 

679 

656 

1,335 

19,6 

18.0 

Legitimate 

588 

596 

1,  184 

Illegitimate 

91 

60 

151 

Rate  per 

Rate  per 

1,000 

1,000  total 

population 

(live  and  s' 

births 

Still  Births 

9 

6 

15 

0.21 

11.1 

Legitimate 

6 

5 

11 

Illegitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Live  and  Still 

Births  - 

688 

662 

1,350 

Legitimate 

594 

601 

1,195 

Illegitimate 

94 

61 

155 
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I if ant  Deaths  (under  one  year  of  age) 


Male 

Fema le 

Total 

Rate 

per  1,(X 
births 

Total 

18 

6 

24 

18.0 

Legitimate 

13 

4 

17 

12.7 

*Illegitimate 

5 

2 

7 

5.2 

♦Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate 

1 ive 

births  - 

32.3 

Infant  Deaths 

(under  four 

weeks  of 

age) 

- 

Total 

13 

4 

17 

12.7 

Legitimate 

1 1 

3 

14 

10.3 

Illegit imate 

2 

1 

3 

2.2 

Infant  Dealths 

(under  one 

week  of 

age)  - 

Total 

12 

3 

15 

to 

Legitimate 

10 

3 

13 

9.  7 

1 1 legit imate 

2 

- 

2 

1.5 

Perinatal  Mortality  _ 

22.2  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
0.44  per  1,000  population 

Post  neo-natal  death  rate  (deaths  after 
first  month  until  end  of  first 

year)  7 5.2 

(5.2  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 
0.10  per  1,000  population) 

Illegitimate  live  births  11.3%  of  total  live  births 

Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal  Mortality  rate  for  1,000  live  and  still 

births 


Deaths  - 

Male 

334 

Female 

344 

678 

Death  Rates  - 

Crude 

9.9 

All  causes 

Adjusted 

10.8 
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2.  Population 


The  population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  for  1968 
was  68,490.  This  figure  when  compared  with  the  figure  for  1967 
(67,390)  shows  an  Increase  of  population  of  1,190.  It  must  be 
borne  in  mind,  however,  that  on  the  1st  April  the  Borough  was 
extended  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  increase  is  the  direct 
result  of  this  extension.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  total 
increase  in  population  between  the  years  1964-1968  is  3,120  which 
gives  an  average  increase  of  624  persons  per  year.  It  is  also  of 
interest  to  record  the  sample  census cf 1966  revealed  that  of  birth- 
places of  the  Bedford  inhabitants  3,700  related  to  Commonwealth 
countries,  colonies  and  protectorates;  and  5,890  to  foreign 
countries  and  at  sea;  a total  of  9,590. 

This  census  gave  a figure  of  67,390  for  the  total  population  of 
the  Borough;  therefore  14.25%  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  town  were 
born  abroad. 

The  number  of  immigrant  children  attending  Local  Authority 
Maintained  Schools  in  September  1968  was  2,640.  On  the  total  school 
roll  of  11,079  10.25%  were  Italian  children,  5.72%  West  Indian 

children,  and  4.26%  were  Indian/Pakistani  nationals. 

3.  Births 

(a)  Notification 

The  number  of  births  of  Borough  children  notified  by  doctors 
and  midwives  was  as  follows :- 


Adjusted 
Live  Births 

Adjusted 

Still  Births 

Adjusted 

Total  Births 

Domiciliary 

294 

2 

296 

Institutional 

1,068 

13 

1,081 

Totals 

1,  362 

15 

1,377 

In  comparing  these  figures  with  those  given  by  the  Registrar- 
General  under  Vital  Statistics  , it  will  be  noticed  that  the  actual 
number  of  births  given  by  him  is  27  less. 

Illegitimate  live  births  rose  from  143  last  year  to  151  this 

year . 


(b)  Premature  Births 

Premature  births  are  those  in  which  an  infant  weighs  b^lbs. 
or  less  and  for  whom  special  care  is  required. 
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Number  of  Premature  Live  Births  (as  adjusted  by  any 
Notifications  transferred  in  or  out  of  the  Area). 


In  Hospital 


At  Home 


Total 


73 


4 


77 


Number  of  Premature  Still  Births  (as  adjusted  by  any 
Notifications  transferred  in  or  out  of  the  Area). 


In  Hospital 


At  Home 


Total 


8 


1 
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(c)  Congenital  Defects 


The  scheme,  whereby  congenital  defects  found  in  babies  are 
notified  to  the  Department,  is  one  which  is  worthwhile  in  that  the 
follow-up  by  doctors  and  nursing  staff  ensures  that  all  necessary 
care  and  attention  is  given  to  children  so  affected. 

Eight  notifications  of  congenital  defects  appare^rt  at  birth 
were  received  in  1968.  In  all,  1,012  children  remained  on  the 
register  at  the  end  of  the  year  because' such  a defect  was  a 
possible  conti'^uing  risk  to  health. 


(d)  Still  Births 


The  number  of  still  births  was  25  and  the  still  birth  rate 
0.38  per  1,000  population  which  may  be  compared  with  0.31  for 
England  and  Wales.  The  corresponding  rates  for  1,000  total  live 
and  still  births  were  16.6  and  14  respectively. 


4.  Death  Rate 


The  uncorrected  death  rate  was  9.9.  To  make  allowances  for 
age  and  sex  constitution  the  Registrar-General  has  allowed  correction 
of  this  figure  by  the  comparability  factor  of  1.09  by  which  a 
corrected  death  rate  of  10.8  is  obtained.  The  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  was  11.9. 
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7.  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AT  DIFFERENT  PERIODS  OF  LIFE 


Total  all 

Under  4 
Weeks 

4 weeks 

AGE  IN  YEARS 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

SEX 

ages 

35- 

65- 

75  and  over 

1 year 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

55- 

1.  Enterities  and  other  Piarrhoeal  Diseases 

M 

F 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2.  Meningococcal  Infection 

M 

F 

1 

1 

3.  Otlier  Infective  Sc  Parasitic  Diseases 

M 

F 

1 

1 

4.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Stomach 

M 

F 

6 

3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Lung,  Bronchus 

M 

F 

20 

5 

3 

1 

7 

1 

6 

2 

4 

1 

6.  Malignant  Neoplasm  - Breast 

M 

F 

21 

2 

7 

3 

6 

3 

7.  Malignant  Noeplasm  - Uterus 

F 

5 

2 

3 

8.  Leukaemia 

M 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

F 

3 

1 

9.  Other  Malignant  Neoplasms,  etc. 

M 

F 

38 

32 

2 

2 

2 

5 

2 

7 

5 

7 

9 

15 

14 

10.  Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms 

M 

F 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

11.  Diabetes  MelHtus 

M 

F 

3 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

12.  Otlier  Endocrine  etc.  Diseases 

\1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

F 

3 

13.  Anaemias 

M 

F 

1 

14.  Mental  Disorders 

M 

F 

1 

1 

15.  Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System,  etc. 

M 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1 

F 

4 

2 

1 

- 

16.  Chronic  Pheumatic  Heart  Disease 

M 

F 

5 

4 

3 

1 

1 

3 

17.  Hypertensive  Disease 

M 

F 

6 

7 

3 

2 

3 

1 

4 

18.  Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

M 

F 

66 

62 

2 

8 

3 

14 

5 

18 

17 

24 

37 

19.  Other  Forms  of  Heart  Disease 

M 

19 

1 

3 

3 

3 

9 

F 

23 

3 

7 

*.1 

20.  Cerebrovascular  Disease 

M 

F 

29 

64 

1 

1 

6 

11 

18 

46 

21.  Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

M 

F 

9 

8 

1 

1 

■> 

3 

1 

1 

5 

3 

22.  Influenza 

M 

F 

1 

19 

21 

1 

23.  Pneumonia 

M 

F 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

2 

4 

6 

18 

24.  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

M 

F 

31 

14 

7 

17 

8 

4 

4 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

M 

F 

4 

5 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

3 

26.  Peptic  Ulcer 

M 

F 

2 

3 

1 

2 

2 

27.  .Appendicitis 

M 

F 

1 

1 

28.  Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia 

M 

F 

3 

1 

1 

29.  Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

M 

2 

F 

2 

30.  Otlier  Diseases  of  Digestive  System 

M 

F 

4 

11 

1 

1 

2 

4 

3 

4 

31.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

M 

F 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

32.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

M 

4 

1 

3 

33.  Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System 

M 

F 

4 

1 

1 

1 

34.  Diseases  of  Skin,  Subcutaneous  Tissue 

M 

F 

1 

35.  Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System 

M 

F 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

36.  Congenital  Anomalies 

M 

F 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

37.  Birth  Injury.  Difficult  Labour,  etc. 

M 

F 

3 

3 

38.  Other  Causes  of  Perirratal  Mortality 

M 

F 

3 

3 

3 

3 

39.  Symptons  and  Ill-Defined  Conditions 

M 

F 

1 

1 

1 

1 

40.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

M 

F 

15 

2 

6 

1 

4 

f 

1 

2 

41.  All  Other  Accidents 

M 

F 

8 

15 

1 

1 

1 

1 

*• 

3 

11 

42.  Suicide  and  Self-Inflicted  Injuries 

M 

F 

5 

1 

3 

1 

43.  .All  Other  External  Causes 

M 

F 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

.^LL  CAUSES 

M 

F 

334 

344 

13 

4 

5 

2 

4 

3 

1 

1( 

i 

1 

35 

19 

61 

37 

78 

75 

112 

194 

TOTAL 

678 

12 


Tne  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  motor 
and  other  accidents  in  the  past  five  years. 


Motor  Vehicle 

Accidents 

All 

Other  Accidents 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

Total 

1934 

8 

8 

16 

8 

12 

20 

1965 

10 

2 

12 

lO 

7 

17 

1966 

8 

1 

9 

8 

7 

15 

1967 

8 

2 

10 

4 

9 

13 

1938 

15 

2 

17 

8 

15 

23 

Average 

10 

3 

13 

7 

10 

17 

2,5%  of  thetotal  deaths  occurred  as  a result  of  accidents  of  all 
kinds. 


(5)  Maternal  Mortality 
No  deaths  occurred  in  1968, 

(6)  Infant  Mortality 

The  total  number  of  infant  deaths  was  24  of  which  18  were  male 
and  6 female,  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  18.0  .oer  1,000 
live  births  over  the  year,  which  may  be  compared  with  18.3  over 
1,000  live  births,  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales. 
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II  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


1 . General . 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal, 

Arrangements  for  sewage  and  sewerage  disposal  in  the  district  are 
reasonably  adequate.  First  phase  of  Treatment  Works  Extension 
completed.  Second  phase  extensions  planned  to  commence  on  site  in 
June  1970. 

2.  Water  Supply. 

(A)  Quality  and  Quantity 

I am  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  and  Manager  of  the 
Bedfordshire  Water  Board  for  the  following  information  relating  to 
the  water  supply. 

Bacteriological  Results  Year  Ended  31st  March,  1968. 

(i)  The  water  supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

(ii)  A summary  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  of  the  raw 
water  and  of  the  water  going  into  supply  is  given  below. 

Source  River  Great  Ouse  (Bedford) 


Origin  of 
sample 

No,  of 
Samples 

Average  No,  of 
presumptive  coliforms 
in  100  ml 

Average  No,  of 
Bact,  Coli  1 
in  100  ml 

Raw  River  Water 

50 

3,267 

1,981 

Leaving  Treatment 
Works 

672 

Nil 

Nil 

Distribution 
system  in 
Bedford 

141 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  No  lead  in  solution.  Water  not  plumbo-solvent . 

(iv)  All  work  on  mains  is  followed  by  chlorination  and 
sampling  by  Board’s  Chemist. 

(v)  All  houses  supplied  by  public  water  mains  direct. 

(vi)  Chemical  analyses  of  raw  and  treated  water  are  given 
in  the  attached  table. 
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BEDFORDSHIRE  WATER  BOARD 


Bedford  River  Ouse  Source 


Chemical  Analysis  of  Raw  and  Treated  Water 
for  year  ended  31st  March,  1968 


Raw  Water 

Treated  Water 

Range 

Average 

Range 

Average 

Turbidity  (A.T.U.) 

1-90 

13 

Nil-1.3 

0.  19 

Colour  (Hazen  Units) 

8-70 

20 

1-12 

4.7 

Reaction  (pH) 

7. 9-9. 2 

8.0 

7.50-8.10 

7.79 

Electric  Conductivity 

(Reciprocal  Megohms 

per  cc  at  20°) 

480-780 

685 

615-765 

656 

Ammoniacal  Nitrogen! Free 

less  than 

and  Saline  Ammonia) 

Nil-0.51 

0,08 

Nil-0.02 

O.CKDl 

Album!  loid  Nitrogen 

0. 10-0.84 

0.  31 

0.06-0. 38 

0.  17 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hrs. 

at  26.7°C 

1.2-6. 3 

2.8 

0.50-2.68 

1.10 

Anionic  Detergent 

0.03-0.27 

0.  13 

0.01-0. 15 

0.07 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides 

27-54 

43 

40-60 

50 

Total  Hardness,  p.p.m. 

312-424 

368 

263-397 

328 

Total  Hardness,  degrees 

Clark 

22-30 

26 

19-28 

23 

Carbonate  Hardness  as 

CaCOg 

133-263 

228 

125-195 

162 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  as 

CaCOg 

97-204 

140 

126-226 

166 

Calcium  as  CaCO^ 

230-398 

340 

158-360 

297 

Magnesium  as  CaCO^ 

18-40 

28 

21-38 

29 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrites) 
Nitrogen  in  Nitrites) 

1.6-10.0 

4.2 

1 .5-7.0 

3.85 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

1. 5-5.0 

3.3 

3-11 

6.0 

Fluorine  as  F 

0. 15-0. 23 

0.  18 

0. 12-0.22 

0.  17 

Sodium 

13-32 

21 

13t31 

21 

Potassium 

3-5 

3.6 

2-5 

3.6 

Iron  as  Fe 

Tr.-0.04 

less  than 

Nil-0.04 

Less  than 

0.04 

0.04 

Lead 

- 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Zinc 

- 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Copper 

- 

Nil 

- 

Nil 

Silica  as  SiO,^ 

1-8 

3.8 

Tr.  - 4 

2.2 

Results  in  parts  per  million 
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The  following  tables  show  the  result  of  examinations  undertaken 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  RESULTS  - FULLY  TREATED  WATER 


No,  of  samples 
of  water  in  the 

course  of 

distribution 

Presumptive  Coliforms 

Faecal  Coliforms 

Positive 

av.  orgs, 
per  100  ml. 

Positive 

av.orgs. 
per  100  ml. 

65 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No  pollution  dangerous  to  health  was  discovered,  but  had  colifoms 
been  found  in  any  sample  then  referral  would  have  been  made  to  the 
Water  Board  for  further  investigation. 


Fluoridation  of  the  town’s  water  supply  is  not  yet  undertaken  at 
the  local  waterworks, 

(b)  Untreated  Raw  Water 

7 samples  were  taken  from  the  Water  Board’s  Station,  The 
following  table  shows  the  results  of  these  samples. 


Presumptive  Coliforms 
per  100  ml. 

Faecal  Coliforms 
per  100  ml . 

Highest 

Lowest 

Highest 

Lowest 

1,800  + 

18  + 

1,800  + 

18  + 

16  samples  were  taken  fron  wells  in  the  area  (forming  part  of  the 
district  added  to  the  Borough  in  April  last)  with  results  as  follows 


Presumptive  Coliforms 
per  100  ml. 

Faecal  Coliforms 
per  100  ml. 

Highest 

Lowest 

Highest 

Lowest 

1,800  + 

- 

1,800  + 

- 

18  River  Samples  at  various  points 


Presumptive  Coliforms 
per  100  ml. 

Faecal  Coliforms 
per  100  ml. 

Highest 

Lowest 

Highest 

Lowest 

1,800  + 

8 

1,600 

8 
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(c)  Swimming  Baths 


Newnham  Baths  and  Schools’  Swimming  Pools 

Results  of  samples  taken  are  shown  in  the  following  table,  and 
it  will  be  seen  that  these  are  very  satisfactory. 


Source 

No,  of 

Presumptive  Coliforms 

Faecal  Coliforms 

Samples 

per  100  ml . 

per  100  ml. 

Newnham  Baths 

22 

- 

- 

Schools  Swimming 

Highest  Lowest 

Highest  Lowest 

Pools 

250 

18  + 

1 

+ 

00 
r— 1 

(d)  ATTEI^DANCES  AT  THE  OUTDOOR 
NEWNHAM  SWIMMING  BATH 

The  following  number  of  persons  attended  the  Newnham  Swimming 
Bath  during  the  1968  season:-  iqcq  iqkv 


Adults  20,561  34,461 

Children  (including  school  programme)  71 , 829  93,461 

Total  92,390  127,827 

The  new  covered-in  Swimming  Bath  now  being  built  at  Bedford  is 
expected  to  be  open  to  the  public  towards  the  end  of  1969. 

It  will  be  seen  that  a reduction  of  35,437  attendances  occurred  - 
a considerable  figure.  However,  it  may  be  assumed  that  the  lower 
attendance  was  caused  by  the  very  poor  summer  weather,  and  the 
provision  of  learner  swimming  pools  at  the  local  authority  maintained 
schools.  So  far,  il  schools  now  have  this  provision. 
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Ill  HOUSING 


(a)  General 

For  details  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Housing  and 
Public  Health  Acts  reference  is  made  to  the  report  of  the  chief 
Public  Health  Inspector. 


(b)  Housing  Requirements 
APPLICATIONS  FOR  COUNCIL  HOUSES 

The  Housing  Manfger  has  informed  me  there  were  1,694  applicants 
on  the  Housing  Waiting  List  at  31st  December,  1963,  and  the  following 
figures  show  the  groups  and  needs  of  the  applicants. 

The  Housing  Waiting  List  at  31st  December,  1968  comprised 


British  or 

1 spouse 
British 

Other 

Nation- 

alities 

1 . 

APPLICANTS  RESIDENT  IN  BEDFORD 

A. 

FAMILIES 

(a)  Substantial  bedroom  deficiency 

46) 

97) 

(b)  Slight  bedroom  deficiency 

101)  314 

50) 

178 

(c)  Adequate  bedroom  accommodation 

167) 

31) 

B. 

CHILDLESS  COUPLES 

138 

12 

C. 

SINGLE  PERSONS 

(under  60  years  of  age) 

101 

11 

D. 

ELDERLY  PERSONS 

(single  and  couples  over  60  years 

of  age) 

132 

4 

2. 

APPLICANTS  WITHIN  5 MILES  OF  BEDFORD 

123 

5 

TOTALS 

808 

210 

1,018 

3. 

OTHER  AF*PLICANTS  - Deferred  applications 

Tenants  of  other  L.A.  dwellings. 

Applicants  resident  more  than  5 

miles  from  Bedford,  and  applicants 

not  wishing  to  be  accommodated  at 

present 

676 

1 

,694 

There  were  5,870  dwellings  under  the  control  of  this  Department 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  Of  these,  5,150  were  Estate  dwellings 
originally  built  for  Council  lettings. 
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IV„  PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

I.  Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis 

(A)  General  Statistics 

Tne  following  table  shows  in  summary  form  the  number  of 
infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year. 


Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  Notified 


Disease 

Total  cases 

notified 

Scarlet  Fever 

13 

Wliooping  Cough 

42 

Diphtheria 

- 

Measles 

338 

Acute  Pneumonia 

13 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  - 

2 

Paralytic 

- 

Non- Paralytic 

Acute  Encephalitis  - 

■ 

Infective 

- 

Post  Infectious 

- 

Dysentery 

63 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

42 

Smallpox 

- 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

- 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

e • « 

4 

Jaundice 

9 

Erysipelas 

- 

Malaria 

- 

As  from  the  1st  October,  1969  the  Public  Health  (Infectious 
Diseases)  Regulations  1968  (made  under  the  Health  Services  and  Public 
Health  Act  1968)  no  longer  require  the  notification  of 

Membranous  Croup 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Erysipelas 

Pneumonia  (Primary  and  Influenzal) 

The  new  Regulations  now  consolidate  all  previous  Regulations 
affecting  notification  and  prevention  cf  disease. 

2.  Tuberculosis 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and  number 
of  deaths. 
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AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  AND  DEATHS 


Age  Periods 

New  Cases 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  5 years 

2 

_ 

_ 

5-14  years 

- 

1 

- 

1 

15-24  years 

7 

2 

- 

1 

25-44  years 

2 

2 

4 

6 

45-64  years 

7 

2 

2 

2 

65  years  and  over 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Age  Unkown 

■ 

■ 

■ 

TOTALS 

17 

10 

6 

10 

Among  the  number  of  cases  notified  were  17  persons  of  Asian 
origin  and  3 Italian. 


There  were  no  deaths  recorded  during  the  year. 


TUBERCULOSIS  - CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  LAST  5 YEARS 


Year 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1964 

27 

1 1 

_ 

3 

41 

1965 

19 

17 

5 

4 

45 

1966 

11 

12 

2 

4 

29 

1967 

15 

8 

3 

5 

31 

1968 

17 

lO 

6 

10 

43 

VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS,  INCLUDING  SCABIES 
PERSONS  TREATED  AT  THE  CLEANSING  STATION. 


Verminous  Heads 

Scabies 

No, 

Treatments 

No. 

Treatments 

Children 

- 

- 

30 

70 

Adults 

“ 

13 

17 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  - SECTION  47 


1 .  Per  sons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 

This  Section  provides  for  the  necessary  care  and  attention  of 
persons  who  - 

(a)  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease  or,  being  aged  and 

infirm  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary 

conditions,  and 

(b)  are  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  are  not  receiving  from 

other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

It  is  with  reluctance  that  action  is  taken  under  this  Section 
because  Medical  Officers  feel  that  compulsory  detention  under  care  is 
one  step  that  should  be  avoided  if  at  all  possible.  Enquiries  are 
usually  undertaken  to  contact  relatives  or  friends,  who  will  ensure 
that  the  necessary  care  is  taken  and  maintained  when  this  is  required, 
and  only  in  extreme  circumstances  are  legal  steps  taken. 

No  case  arose  during  the  year  which  needed  action  more  than  that 
provided  by  relatives  or  friends. 

2 .  Aged  Persons 

Aged  persons  when  required  are  specially  visited  by  Health 
Visitors  to  ensure  that  they  are  receiving  proper  care  and  attention. 
Usually  these  persons  are  referred  by  the  Hospital  Authorities, 
particularly  in  instances  where  they  are  being  discharged  from 
hos:)ital  to  live  at  home  by  themselves. 

When  assistance  is  required  the  services  of  a Home  Help  are 
obtained,  and  help  is  also  sought  from  voluntary,  national  and  local 
government  services,  when  needed. 

3.  Personal  Needs 

As  mentioned  in  the  report  for  the  year  1967  the  need  for  care 
and  attention  of  many  persons,  particularly  the  elderly  and  handicapped, 
has  come  to  the  forefront  of  welfare  work,  particularly  in  recent  years. 

Following  upon  the  combined  activities  of  the  Bedford  Council  for 
Social  Service  and  your  Health  and  Welfare  Committee,  some  Wards  in 
the  Town  have  been  canvassed,  ani  thef  oH  owing  shows  the  way  in  which 
this  was  undertaken.  A letter  was  sent,  which  first  of  all  drew 
attention  to  the  needs  for  which  help  can  be  given,  and  secondly 
asked,  if  help  was  not  required  personally,  for  any  information  as  to 
where  such  help  may  be  required. 

With  the  help  of  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Health  Department  and 
the  Youth  Action  Group  through  the  Council  of  Social  Service,  the 
letters  and  questionnaires  were  prepared  and  delivered  to  individual 
houses,  flats  etc. 

The  survey  commenced  first  of  all  in  the  Queens  Park  Ward,  and 
the  results  are  shown  as  follows 
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Queens  Park  Ward 


Age  Group 

Nature  of  Circumstances 

No. 

concerned 

Over  retiring  age 

No  problems 

42 

Difficulty  with  rent 

5 

Difficulty  with  meals 

10 

Difficulty  with  household  chores 

22 

1 1 

Living  alone 

47 

Physically  handicapped 

28 

Hous ing 

2 

Other  problems 

31 

Notification  of  others  in  need 

10 

Under  retiring  age 

Physically  handicapped 

6 

Difficulty  with  rent 

2 

" 

Other  problems 

14 

Notification  of  others  in  need 

14 

TOTAL 

233 

According  to  the  need  required  so  reference  was  made  to  a body, 
whether  a statutory  one  or  a voluntary  concern,  whereby  the  necessary 
help  could  be  obtained.  The  persons  needing  some  help  or  guidance 
were  visited  by  an  appropriate  officer  and  the  circumstances  were 
fully  investigated  in  a very  friendly  way  (officialism  was  shunned  as 
far  as  possible)  and  this  visit  very  often  brought  forth  the  comment 
that  the  proposals  for  help  were  very  much  appreciated.  Subsequent 
surveys  were  undertaken  in  the  Cauldwell  Ward,  of  which  figures  are 
quoted  below. 

Cauldwell  Ward 


Over  retiring  age 

No  problems 

34 

Difficulty  with  rent 

6 

Difficulty  with  meals 

3 

Difficulty  with  household  chores 

6 

Living  alone 

13 

Physically  handicapped 

18 

Housing 

2 

Other  problems 

8 

Notification  of  others  in  need 

- 

Collection  of  library  books 

2 

Under  retiring  age 

Physically  handicapped 

4 

Difficulty  with  rent 

6 

Other  problems 

9 

Notification  of  others  in  need 

1 

Persons  usually  restricted  to  home 

7 

Persons  without  wireless 

-- 

Persons  without  television 

2 

Persons  offering  their  services  for  voluntary  work 

Belonging  to  a voluntary  body  or 

similar  association 

7 

Others 

12 

TOTAL 

140 

This  was  followed  by  a survey  in  the  area  east  of  High  Street  to 
Barkers  Lane,  bounded  by  Goldington  Road  and  The  Embankment.  Figures 
are  also  quoted  here. 


Newnham  Ward 


Help  Required 

TTcT 

concerned 

Periodic  visits  by  Health  Visitors 

25 

Home  help 

12 

Meals  on  Wheels 

4 

Chiropody 

2 

Change  of  accommodation 

2 

Rate  Rebate 

2 

Help  with  garden 

3 

Handicapped  aids 

3 

No,  of  persons  not  desiring  Social  Services 

10 

It  is  proposed  to  undertake  further  ward  surveys  in  the  area  as 
time  permits,  but  it  is  believed  that  the  older  parts  of  the  Town 
which  were  surveyed  first  have  produced  good  results,  and  it  is 
therefore  assumed  that  the  newer  parts  of  the  Town,  although  producing 
some  needs,  will  not  require  the  same  amount  of  help. 

It  is  of  interest  to  report  that  one  other  authority  in  East 
Anglia  has  been  in  touch  with  the  Department  asking  for  details  of  our 
scheme  because  that  authority  was  considering  some  action,  but  was  not 
quite  certain  how  or  what  procedure  could  be  adopted. 

The  letter  distributed  in  the  areas  mentioned  was  as  follows 

Personal  Needs 

It  is  one  of  the  many  duties  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  to  ensure  that,  as  far  as  possible,  its  citizens  are 
properly  cared  for  and  are  enabled  to  enjoy  a normal  life. 

We  are  anxious,  therefore,  to  see  that  everyone  who  may  benefit 
from  our  assistance  can,  in  fact,  do  so. 

You  may  wonder  in  what  way  we  can  help.  This  is  possible  by 
letting  us  know,  if  say,  you  are  physically  handicapped;  have  poor 
eyesight;  feel  lonely  if  living  by  yourself;  require  someone  to 
assist  you  in  household  chores,  shopping,  preparation  of  meals  etc. 

These  things  may  not,  of  course,  apply  to  you,  but  even  if  they 
do  not,  do  you  know  of  anyone  who  may  need  assistance?  If  so,  please 
let  US  know. 

A short  list  of  questions  is  enclosed.  If  you  are  in  a position 
to  answer  these  please  do  so  and  return  the  form  to  me  as  soon  as 
possible.  An  envelope  for  this  purpose  is  enclosed  - no  stamp  is 
required.  Please  place  your  reply  in  the  envelope  and  pop  it  into 
the  nearest  pillar-box,  or  if  you  are  unable  to  do  this,  ask  a 
friend  (or  neighbour)  to  do  it  for  you. 

May  I add,  that  even  if  you  do  not  require  help  at  the  present 
time  this  Department  will  always  be  prepared  to  help  if  a need  occurs 
in  the  future. 

Do  not  hesitate  to  mention  any  need  however  small. 
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The  questions  asked  were  - 


1.  Do  you  find  difficulty  in;- 

(a)  Undertaking  household  duties? 

(b)  Preparation  of  meals? 

(c)  Shopping? 

(d)  Undertaking  the  washing  (laundry)? 

(e)  Collection  of  library  books? 

2.  Do  you  require  some  other  form  of  help? 
(for  exanple  - gardening), 

3.  Are  there  occasions  when  you  live  alone? 

4.  Do  you  get  out  often? 

5.  Are  you  physically  handicapped,  and  if  so 
how?  (For  example  - partial  use  of  limbs 
or  other  physical  disability,  blindness, 
deafness,  ill-health  - with  cause). 

6.  Are  you  over  retiring  age? 

(Men  65  years.  Women  60  years). 

7.  Do  you  belong  to  any  voluntary  body  or 
similar  association  from  which  you  receive 
help? 

3.  Do  you  know  of  anyone  who  requires  help? 
Please  give  name  and  address. 

9.  Are  you  in  a position  to  offer  help  with 
voluntary  social  work,  if  you  are  not 
already  doing  so? 
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VII  . 


MISCELLANEOUS 


(A)  MORTUARY 


TtJe  following  table  shows  the  work  done  in  connection  with  the 
Mortuary.  The  total  number  of  bodies  received  showed  an  increase 
of  4 compared  with  the  previous  year. 


Bodies 

received 
from  Borough 

Bodies 

received 

from  other 

areas 

Total 

Post  Mortems  carried  out 

46 

65 

111 

Post  Mortems  not  carried  out 

3 

7 

10 

Total 

49 

72 

121 

(B)  SHOWER  BATHS,  GWYN  STREET 

The  number  of  persons  using  the  sho'ver  baths  at  the  public 
conveniences  under  the  Allhallows  Car  Park  was  as  follows 

1967  1968 

118  25 

1,264 1,850 

1,382  1,905 


(C)  CREMATION 

As  Medical  Referee  to  the  Bedford  Crematorium  your  Medical 
Officer  has  the  duty  of  scrutinising  applications,  with  medical 
documents  required  by  law,  where  cremation  of  bodies  is  required. 

Very  careful  scrutiny  of  documents  is  required,  and  a minor  error,  or 
an  insufficiently  answered  question,  can  involve  much  time  being  spent 
on  rectifying  discrepancies. 

Cremations  during  1968  numbered  1,101  compared  with  866  in  1967. 
The  1968  figure  includes  470  in  respect  of  Bedford  residents. 

Nowadays,  the  land  available  in  towns  for  earth  burials  is  very 
restricted;  therefore,  for  this  reason  as  well  as  a health  one, 
cremation  of  bodies  is  becoming  more  and  more  the  prevailing  custom. 


Femal es 
Males 

Total 


(D)  INTERNATIONAL  CERTIFICATES  OF  SMALLPOX 
VACCINATION 

In  some  countries  it  is  necessary  for  travellers  to  produce 
medical  documents  stating  the  date  of  the  last  smallpox  vaccination 
they  had,  together  with  the  name  and  address  of  the  Doctor  undertaking 
the  injection.  The  Doctor’s  signature  has  to  be  authenticated  by 
the  local  Health  Department,  and  although  records  are  not  kept  of  the 
number  of  forms  stamped  it  can  be  stated  that  during  the  course  of 
each  week  many  documents  are  presented  for  authentication. 
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VIII  PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


( 1 ) Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Clinics 

No  clinics  are  operated  by  the  local  authority,  but  clinics  are 
held  at  the  Bedford  General  Hospital,  North  Wing,  to  which  local 
medical  practitioners  may  refer  patients.  All  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  who  are  entering  or  have  entered  the  hospital  for  confinement 
are  requested  to  attend  the  hospital  clinics. 

Relaxation  and  mothercraft  sessions  were  held  at  the  five 
permanent  Centres  and  attendances  were  as  follows  :- 


Barf ord 

Avenue 

Brickhill 

Putnoe 

Queens 

Park 

Union 

Street 

Sessions  held 

51 

34 

45 

50 

43 

Women  who  attended 

41 

25 

51 

20 

61 

Attendances 

265 

100 

234 

125 

185 

(2)  Child  Health  Centres 


The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  children  attending  at 
the  Borough  Centres,  with  total  attendances. 


Centre 

No.  of 
sessions 
during 
year 

No,  of  Children 
attended  during 

who 

year 

Total 

Attend- 

ances 

Average 

Attend- 

ances 

1968 

Bom 

1967 

in 

1963- 

1966 

Total 

Barford  Avenue 

98 

242 

171 

204 

617 

5,  343 

55 

Brickhill 

101 

172 

140 

119 

431 

3,574 

35 

Denmark  Street 

50 

128 

118 

77 

323 

2,  162 

43 

Harewood  Road 

51 

60 

89 

71 

220 

2,830 

56 

Putnoe 

103 

204 

236 

183 

623 

4,212 

41 

Queen ' s Park 

50 

118 

121 

94 

333 

2,351 

47 

Union  Street 

103 

195 

192 

144 

531 

2,763 

27 

TOTALS 

556 

1,119 

1,067 

892 

3,078 

23,235 

40 

I Totals  for  1967 

556 

1,134 

1,204 

832 

3,  170 

22,423 

40 

There  were  variations  in  numbers  at  all  of  the  clinics,  as 
compared  with  those  for  the  previous  year.  Attendances  at  some 
centres  increased  while  at  others  there  were  decreases,  but  as  seen 
from  the  table  an  overall  increase  of  812  attendances  was  obtained. 
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( ,1)  Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods  and  Other  Commodities 


Welfare  Foods  (Non-Proprietory)  Sold 

or  Distributed  Free 


A fc  D Tablets 
(Pkts.  of  20) 

Sold  538 

Free  7 


Cod  Liver  Oil 
Bottles 
690 
178 


National 
Dried  Milk 
Pac  bet's 

4,663 

425 


Orange  Juice 
Bottles 
14,709 
780 


( ii)  Proprietory  Foods 


In  addition  to  the  National  foods  and  vitamins  the  Local 
Authority  sold,  proprietory  dried  milk  and  other  products,  on  which 
an  income  amounting  to  approximately  £8,900,  was  received. 


(4;  Dental  Treatment 

By  arrangement  with  the  Committee  for  Education,  the  School 
Dental  Surgeon  undertook  the  work  of  dental  treatment  for  nursing 
and  expectant  mothers  and  children  under  five  years  of  age.  The 
following  report  has  been  submitted  by  Mr.  H.W.S.  Sheasby,  Chief 
Dental  Officer. 

The  volume  of  treatment  provided  for  nursing  and  expectant 
mothers  at  the  Union  Street  Clinic  continues  to  grow  very  slowly. 
Some  mothers  no  doubt  prefer  to  go  themselves  and  to  take  their 
younger  children  to  their  own  Dentist,  but  it  is  nevertheless  known 
that  many  children  do  not  receive  dental  attention  - either  in  the 
Clinic  or  elsewhere  - until  they  go  to  school. 

To  deal  with  this  situation,  a special  card  is  to  be  sent  to 
the  parents  of  3-year  olds,  advising  them  of  the  need  for  dental 
care  in  early  life.  This  scheme  has  been  tried  elsewhere  and  has 
had  a good  measure  of  success. 

Dental  Services  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers 

and  Children  Under  5 Years 

Attendances  and  Treatment 


Number  of  Visits  for  Treatment  during  Year 


Children 

Expectant 

0-4  ( incl . ) 

& Nursing 

Mothers 

First  Visit 

86 

9 

Subsequent  Visits 

128 

19 

Total  Visits 

214 

28 

No,  of  additional  Courses  of  Treatment 

other  than  the  First  Course  commenced 

during  year 

4 

- 

Treatment  provided  during  the  year  - 

No.  of  fillings 

134 

18 

Teeth  Filled 

129 

16 

Teeth  Extracted 

90 

5 
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A. 


B, 


No.  of  Visits  for  Treatment  During  Year  (cont.) 


Children 
0-4( incl . ) 

Expectant 
& Nursing 
Mot  hers 

General  Anaesthetics  given 

26 

- 

Emergency  Visits  by  Patients 

6 

- 

Patients  X-rayed 

- 

1 

Patients  treated  by  scaling  and/or  removal 
of  stains  from  the  teeth  (Prophylaxis) 

13 

8 

Teeth  otherwise  conserved 

14 

- 

Teeth  root  filled 

- 

- 

Inlays 

- 

- 

Crowns 

- 

- 

No.  of  courses  of  Treatment  completed  during 
the  year 

43 

5 

Prosthetics 


Patients  supplied  with  F.U.  or  F.L.  (1st  time) 
Patients  supplied  with  other  dentures 
Number  of  dentures  sipplied 


C.  Anaesthetics 


General  Anaesthetics  administered  by  Dental  Officers  1 


D. Inspections 


Number  of  Patients  given  1st  Inspections 

71 

9 

during  year 

Number  of  Patients  in  A and  D above  who  required 

treatment 

57 

9 

Number  of  Patients  in  B and  E above  who  were 

offered  treatment 

57 

9 

E.  Sessions 


No.  of  Dental  Officer  Sessions  (i.e.  equivalent 
complete  half  days)  devoted  to  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Patients. 


For  treatment 
For  Health 

Education 


23.7 


( 5 ) Health  Visiting 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  Health  Visiting  staff  consisted  of 
One  Group  Advisor,  eight  Health  Visitors,  and  six  Clinic  Nurses 
(three  of  whom  are  part-time).  The  establishment  allows  for 
seventeen  Health  Visitors.  In  addition  the  Borough  has  the  services 
of  a Geriatric  Visitor  fron  the  County  Health  Department. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  visited  in  their 
various  categories. 
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Health  Visiting 


Number 

of  Cases  Visited 

By  Health 

By  Clinic 

Total 

Visitors 

Nurses 

1.  Total  number  of  cases 

4,448 

216 

4,664 

2.  Children  born  in  1968 

1,306 

7 

1,313 

3.  Children  born  in  1967 

790 

32 

822 

4.  Children  born  in  1963-66 

1,108 

37 

1,145 

5.  Total  number  of  children  in 
lines  2-4 

3,  204 

76 

3,280 

6.  Persons  aged  65  or  over 

981 

140 

1,  121 

7,  No.  included  in  line  6 who  were 
visited  at  the  special  request 
of  a G.P,  or  hospital 

28 

1 

29 

8.  Mentally  disordered  persons 

28 

- 

28 

9,  Number  included  in  line  8 who 
were  visited  at  the  special 
request  of  a G.P.  or  hospital 

1 

1 

10.  Persons,  excluding  Maternity 

cases,  discharged  fron  hospital 
(other  than  mental  hospitals) 

74 

74 

11.  Number  included  in  line  10  who 
were  visited  at  the  special 
request  of  a G.P,  or  hospital 

55 

55 

12.  Number  of  tuberculous  households 
visited 

1 

- 

1 

13,  Number  of  households  visited  on 
account  of  other  infectious 

diseases 

133 

133 

14,  Other  cases 

27 

- 

27 

The  scheme  of  attachment  of  Health  Visitors  to  medical 
practitioners'  units  has  continued  to  be  very  successful.  At  the 
present  time  one  Health  Visitor  is  attached  to  a two  doctor  partnership 
and  one  to  a single  medical  practitioner. 

Two  other  groups  of  doctors  have  asked  for  Health  Visitors  to  be 
attached  to  their  practices,  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  accede  to 
these  because  of  shortages  of  nursing  staff.  Repeated  advertisements 
failed  to  fill  vacancies  on  the  establishment,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
two  nurses  now  undergoing  training  will  improve  the  position  when  they 
qualify . 
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Health  Visitors  were  in  attendance  at  clinics  on  the  following 
number  of  occasions 

Mothers  and  Children  635 

Mothercraft  196 

Attendances  of  Clinic  Nurses  (other  than  Sessions  at  which 
Health  Visitors  are  in  attendance) 

Birth  Control  78 

Cytology  41 

(6)  Home  Nursing 

This  service,  usually  known  as  the  District  Nursing  Service,  and 
consisting  of  twelve  nurses  (ten  female  and  two  male),  worked  quite 
smoothly  during  the  year,  there  being  a full  establishment. 

Number  of  perscns  nursed  during  the  year  1,568 

Number  of  persons  who  were  aged  under  5 at  first 

visit  in  1964  22 

Number  of  persons  who  were  aged  65  or  over  at  first  visit 

560 
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(7)  Midwifery  Service 


The  number  of  midwives  on  the  establishment  of  the  Public 
Health  Department  is  ten. 

DELIVERIES  ATTENDED  BY  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES 
DURING  THE  YEAR 


Doctor  Booked 

Doctor  present  Doctor  not 

at  delivery  present  at 

delivery 

Total 

No.  of  cases  delivered  in 
hospitals  and  other 
institutions  but  discharged 
and  attended  by  domiciliary 
midwives  before  10th  day 

32  265 

297 

449 

Administration  of  Inhalational  Analgesics 


Gas/Air 

only 

Trilene 

only 

Pethidine 

only 

Gas/Air 

and 

Trilene 

Gas/Air 

and 

Pethidine 

Gas/A i r 
Trilene 

and 

Pethidine 

Trilene 

and 

Pethidine 

- 

82 

17 

- 

12 

3 

166 

(8)  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Children 

For  the  care  of  the  unmarried  mother  and  her  child,  close 
association  exists  with  the  North  Bedfordshire  Association  for 
Moral  Welfare,  the  St.  Alban's  Diocesan  Council  for  Moral  Welfare 
and  the  Northampton  Diocesan  Catholic  Child  Protection  and  Welfare 
Society,  whereby  the  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance 
of  mothers  and  babies  during  their  stay  at  Mother  and  Baby  Homes, 
norpiially  outside  Bedfordshire,  g mothers  received  help. 

(9)  Mothers'  and  Babies'  Home 

The  North  Bedfordshire  Association  for  Moral  Welfare  closed 
its  home  for  mothers  and  babies  at  178  Hurst  Grove  in  November, 
1968,  because  prevailing  circumstances  created  problems  in  the 
running  of  the  home, 

(10)  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders 
(a)  Day  Nurseries 

The  Council  maintains  a Day  Nursery  at  95  Ashburnham  Road 
and  this  is  open  daily,  except  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  between  the 
hours  of  8.30  a.m.  and  5.30  p.m.  Applications  are  considered 
according  to  needs  and  their  priority. 

A charge  is  made  which  is  based  on  the  net  income  of  the 
applicants  after  allowances  have  been  made  for  parents,  children, 
rent  and  rates  or  board  and  lodging.  National  Insurance  and  any 
other  items  considered  to  be  reasonable. 
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Details  of  admissions  and  attendances  are  as  follows 


Number  of  children  on  register  at  1/1/68 
Number  added  to  register  during  year  ... 
Number  removed  from  register  during  year 
Number  remaining  on  register  at  31/12/68 


Number  of  Sessions 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

Attendances  - 
0-2  years 

1,742 

2-5  years 

... 

6,469 

Average  daily  attendance 

(Monday  - 

Friday)- 

8,211 

0-2  years  . . . 

• • • 

. • • 

6.8 

2-5  years 

. . . 

. . . 

25,4 

32.2 


40 

25 

21 

44 

255 


The  existing  premises  are  of  a temporary  nature  until  such 
time  as  a new  nursery  is  erected,  by  the  end  of  1970. 

In  order  to  adapt  the  present  building  to  conform  to  the 
minimum  of  nursery  requirements  it  has  been  necessary  to  spend 
a large  amount  of  money.  When  one  considers  that  for  many  years, 
apparently,  a new  nursery  had  been  under  consideration,  would 
it  not  have  been  wiser  to  have  made  an  earlier  decision  to  build 
a new  nursery  thereby  probably  saving  the  money  which  had  to  be 
found  to  improve  the  house  in  which  the  nursery  is  now  run. 

(b)  Other  Day  Nurseries 


Situation 

Occupier 

No.  of  Places 

10-12  Woburn  Road 

Father  Vico,  Roman 

50 

Catholic  Church. 

Windsor  Road 

Stockleigh  Proper 

18 

Pride . 

73  Bromham  Road 

Spastic  Society, 

28 

Bedford  Branch. 

These  nurseries  have  been  periodically  inspected  and  have  been 
found  to  be  well  maintained.  At  one  nursery,  situated  on  a first 
floor,  problems  regarding  the  provision  of  a fire  escape  have  to 
be  overcome  and  it  is  expected  that  something  may  be  undertaken  in 
1969. 

(c)  Child  Minders 


At  the  end  of  the  year  13  persons  were  registered  as  Child 
Minders,  providing  for  128  children.  The  homes  of  these  persons 
were  regularly  inspected  and  found  to  be  maintained  in  a 
satisfactory  state  and  requirements  concerning  the  minding  of 
children  properly  adhered  to. 
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( d)  Playgroups 


Nine  playgroups  are  on  the 

register,  as  follows 

Premises  Used 

No.  of  children 

Times 

Brickhill  Clinic, 

Linnet  Way. 

20 

Tuesday  and 
Friday  mornings 

Queens  Park  Clinic 

(for  mentally  handicapped 

children)-  Carlisle  Road 

18 

Tuesday  and 
Friday  mornings 

Church  Hall,  Goldingtcn. 

2-5 

Monday  to 

Friday  mornings 

St.  Luke's  Church  Hall, 

St.  Peter's  Street. 

24 

Monday  to  Friday 
mornings 

St.  Andrew's  Church  Hall, 
Kimbolton  Road. 

16 

Tuesday  and 
Friday  mornings 

Community  Centre,  Avon 

Dr i ve . 

24 

Monday  to 

Friday  mornings 

St.  Martin's  Church  Hall, 
Clapha.Ti  Road. 

24 

Monday,  Tuesday 
a nd  F r i da  y . 

All  Saints  Church  Hall, 
Marlborough  Road. 

24 

Tuesday  and 
Friday . 

Friends  Meeting  House, 

5 Lansdowne  Road. 

12 

Tuesday  and 

Fri day 

Regular  visits  are  paid  to  these  groups  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
and  satisfactory  reports  have  been  received  in  all  cases.  These 
groups  do  in  fact  meet  a very  necessary  need  for  the  town, 
especially  now  that  there  are  children  of  many  nationalities  in 
the  area  who  may  benefit  by  mixing  with  other  children 


( e)  General 

Tne  Health  Services  and  Public  Health  Act,  1968,  gave,  as  from 
the  1st  November,  1968,  additional  powers  to  the  Nurseries  and 
Child  Minders  Regulation  Act  1948,  whereby  more  detailed 
information  is  required  when  applications  for  establishment  of 
nurseries  and  registration  as  child  minders  are  made.  These 
powers  now  enable  local  health  authorities  to  apply  more  stringent 
rules  in  the  establishmait  of  nurseries  and  playgroups ; and  ensure 
that  proposed  child  minders  are  suitable  persons  for  the  caring 
of  children  in  their  own  homes.  The  health  of  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  care  of  children  is  now  carefully  checked  so  that 
children  are  not  unnecessarily  subjected  to  health  risks. 


33 


(11)  Nursing  Homes 


There  were  two  nursing  homes  on  the  register  at  the  end  of 
the  year . 

Details  are  as  follows 

Names  and  Situation  No.  of  Beds 

"cheltondale" , 84  Castle  Road  10 

"Dial  House",  38  Park  Avenue  23 

Periodic  inspections  of  the  above  homes  are  made  by  the  Medical 
Officers  and  the  Chief  Nursing  Officer. 

There  are  also  a number  of  privately  owned  homes  for  the 
elderly,  registered  by  the  Local  Welfare  Authority  (Bedfordshire 
County  Council).  These  are  not  nursing  homes  but  they  do 
provide  a service  whereby  elderly  persons  who  do  not  require 
nursing  care,  can  be  cared  for. 

(12)  Family  Planning 

Birth  control  advice  is  now  given  weekly  at  Barford  Avenue 
Clinic,  and  fortnightly  at  Putnoe  Clinic.  The  service  provided  at 
Barford  Avenue  was  increased  from  fortnightly  to  weekly  from  the 
20th  October,  due  to  the  increasing  demand  for  advice.  At  these 
clinics  medical  appliances  and  other  forms  of  contraceptives  are 
supplied  at  very  reasonable  rates. 

The  following  Indicates  the  use  made  of  these  clinics 


Clinic 

No.  of  women 

No.  of  women 

No.  of 

No . of 

who 

attended  for 

who  attended 

Attendances 

Sessions 

first  time 

29  Barford  Avenue- 

I.U.D.  Sessions 

36 

47 

100 

13 

Other  Sessions 

70 

225 

410 

30 

Putnoe 

69 

172 

367 

35 

Total 

175 

444 

877 

78 

Tests  for  cancer  of  the  cervix  were  also  undertaken  in  a few 
cases  - figures  for  these  are  included  under  the  heading  Cervical 
Cytology. 

The  Beds,  and  Herts.  Group  of  the  Family  Planning  Association 
has  the  evening  use  of  the  Medical  Centre,  Union  Street  on  Tuesday 
weekly  and  Wednesdays  (every  second  and  fourth).  In  addition,  the 
Association  has  the  use  of  Brickhill  Clinic  every  Friday  afternoon. 
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(13)  Home  Help  Service 


The  Borough  shares  this  service  with  the  County  Council, the 
County  Health  Departmmt  being  responsible  for  organisation. 

The  number  of  Home  Helps  errployed  under  the  control  of  the 
Home  Help  Organiser  is  as  follows 

(a)  Whole-time  ...  ...  ,,,  ...  6 

(b)  Part-time  ...  ...  ...  ...  154 

(c)  Whole-time,  equivalent  of  (b)  ...  88 

The  County  Council  assess  each  year  the  need  for  this  service 
on  an  hourly  basis  and  the  number  of  hours  allotted  to  the  Borough 
for  the  period  1st  April,  1968  to  31st  March,  1969,  was  70,500. 

The  actual  hours  served  and  the  number  of  cases  where  help  was 
provided  were:- 


Hjme  Help  to  Households  f cr  Persons 


Aged  65  or  over  Aged  under  65 

on  first  visit  - 492  on  first  visit  110 


Total  - 602 

Total  hours  assistance  provided  - 61,790:j 
Travelling  time  - 5,468:\ 

67, 258 

The  demand  for  this  service  fluctuates  from  year  to  year,  but 
nevertheless,  this  is  likely  to  rise  due  to  the  increasing 
population  (more  materpity  cases  and  old  people). 

(14)  Nursing  Auxiliaries 

The  Nursing  Auxiliary  Scheme,  brought  into  operation  in  1966, 
is  at  the  present  time  one  which  is  shared  by  both  Borough  and 
County.  However,  it  is  expected  that  a separate  service  for  the 
Borough  will  commence  in  1969  with  one  auxiliary. 


As  was  to  be  expected  this  service  has  brou^t  into  being, 
with  very  good  results,  the  care  of  aged  in  their  own  homes  where 
it  may  not  have  been  possible  before,  thus  avoiding  probable 
hospitalisation  or  admission  to  an  aged  persons  home. 

(15)  Persons  receiving  extra  Nourishment  at  31.12.67. 

Number  receiving  2 pints  pasteurised  milk  per  day 
and  3 eggs  per  week  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Number  receiving  1 pint  pasteurised  milk  per  day 
and  3 eggs  per  week  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  receiving  1 pint  pasteurised  milk  per  day  2 


35 


IX  VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  tables  show  the  numbers  vaccinated  or  immunised, 
(a)  Smallpox 


No.  of  Persons  Vaccinated 

No.  of  Primary  Vaccinations 

No.  Revaccinated 

1,247 

502 

Cnildren 

up  to  1 , 165 

16  years 

95 

Over 

16  years  82 

40 

36 


(b) 


Completed  Primary  Courses  - Number  of  Persons  under  Age  16 


Type  of  Vaccine 

Year 

of  Birth 

Others 

Under 

Age 

16 

Total 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961 

1964 

Quadruple  DTPP 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Triple  DTP 

134 

572 

44 

28 

36 

1 

815 

Diphtheria/ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pertussis 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

- 

1 

- 

- 

77 

44 

122 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

Pertussis 

Tetanus 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

35 

36 

Poliomyelitis 

132 

526 

47 

28 

126 

43 

902 

Measles 

4 

271 

277 

141 

330 

31 

1054 

Diphtheria 

134 

573 

44 

28 

113 

47 

939 

Whooping  Cough 

134 

572 

44 

28 

36 

1 

815 

Tetanus 

134 

573 

44 

28 

114 

80 

973 

Poliomyelitis 

132 

526 

47 

28 

126 

43 

902 
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(c)  Reinforcing  Doses  - Number  of  Persons  under  Age  16 


Type  of  Vaccine 
or  dose 

Year  of  Birth 

Others 

Under 

Total 

1968 

1967 

1966 

1965 

1961 

Age 

1934 

16 

Quadruple  DTPP 

— 

_ 

- 

_ 

Triple  DTP 
Diphtheria/ 

276 

450 

92 

149 

4 

971 

Pertussis 

■ 

■ 

Diphtheria/ 

Tetanus 

- 

- 

6 

12 

650 

919 

1,587 

Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

17 

17 

Pertussis 

" 

“ 

Tetanus 

_ 

_ 

- 

1 

8 

52 

61 

Poliomyelitis 

- 

261 

449 

106 

794 

993 

2,603 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

276 

456 

104 

799 

940 

2,575 

Whooping  Cough 

- 

276 

450 

92 

149 

4 

971 

Tetanus 

- 

276 

456 

105 

807 

975 

2,619 

Poliomyelitis 

261 

449 

106 

794 

993 

2,603 

Administration  procedures  for  vaccination  and  immunisation 
became  computerised  for  children  born  in  1968  - a noteworthy 
achievement.  Although  the  immunity  rates  are  already  high  for 
diphtheria  and  poliomyelitis  it  is  expected  that  the  computer 
procedures  will  enable  very  high  rates  to  be  obtained  in  the  future. 
The  figures  for  1969  should  prove  that  the  transfer  to  a computer 
system  will  have  been  worth  while. 

Vaccination  against  measles  is  now  offered  to  children  on  a 
national  scale.  Previously  a number  of  trial  schemes  were  in 
operation;  Bedford  Borough  being  selected  as  one  of  these  areas. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  effect  of  the  scheme  (which  has  been 
in  operation  in  Bedford  since  June  1966)  will  have  considerable 
effects  in  helping  to  reduce  the  occurrence  of  measles  in  the  very 
near  future.  In  fact,  it  is  hoped  the  opportunity  for  vaccination 
of  children  now  will  lead  to  the  eventual  wiping  out 
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of  the  disease  as  has  more  or  less  occurred  with  diphtheria, 
poliomyelitis,  etc. 

(d)  Tuberculin  Testing  (Heaf  Method) 

Tuberculin  testing  is  carried  out  in  an  effort  to  control 
tuberculosis.  Normally  a child  will  give  a negative  reaction  to 
the  tuberculin  or  skin  test. 

If  a child  should  give  a positive  reaction  it  implies  that 
there  has  been  contact  with  an  infectious  case  of  tuberculosis,  and 
a likely  source  of  this  infection  is  among  the  adults  who  live  in  or 
frequently  visit  the  child's  home.  It  should  be  noted  that  a 
positive  result  implies  contact  and  not  that  the  child  necessarily 
has  tuberculosis. 

The  child  is  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic,  as  are  those  adults 
who  have  been  in  contact  with  the  child  at  home. 

The  whole  purpose  of  the  scheme  is,  therefore,  to  ascertain 
and  secure  treatment  for  active  cases  of  tuberculosis  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment. 

Routine  tuberculin  testing  iscarried  out  at  all  the  Infants' 
schools  each  term.  In  addition  to  this,  extra  sessions  were  held 
during  1968  for  new  immigrant  school  children  coming  into  the 
country.  Children  of  all  ages  were  tested,  and  out  of  a total 

number  of  80,  33  were  found  to  be  negative  and  47  were  found  to  be 

positive. 

Late  in  the  year  a West  Indian  child  attending  a Secondary 
Modern  School  was  found  to  have  active  tuberculosis.  As  a result 
both  staff  and  children  were  followed  up  and  fortunately  no  further 
cases  were  discovered. 

Consent  given  1,180 

Consent  not  given  196 

+ Of  this  number  140  had  received  B.C.G. 
vaccination,  or  were  under  observation  at 
the  Chest  Clinic. 

No.  of  children  tested 
No.  found  to  be  negative 
No.  found  to  be  positive 
Absent  from  School  at  time  of  test 

( e)  B.C.G.  Vaccination 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  available  to  all  children  of  13  years 
of  age  and  upwards  if  still  at  school,  and  students  at  colleges. 

Positive  cases  are  referred  to  the  Bedford  Chest  Clinic  for 
a Chest  X-ray  examination  and  negative  cases  receive  protection 
with  the  B.C.G.  vaccine. 


959 

913 

46 

196 
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Initial  Heaf  Test 

B.C.G. 

Vaccination 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic 

c 

C 

0 

cd 

•H 

Cd 

■p 

(D  0 

<D 

>> 

u 

cd 

> ‘H 

> 

u 

1 

> 

•H  c 

•H 

cd 

X 

u 

-P  -H 

-P 

c 

0) 

Cd 

0 

u 

w 

w o 

bD 

e 

0 

X) 

0 

<D 

rH 

0 

a -p 

C 

3 

w 

a 

XJ 

u 

0)  OJ 

a; 

c 

(1)  O 

XJ 

0 

X5  ‘H 

u 

(D 

0 

4-> 

c c 

0 

0 

-P 

w 

-p 

3 -H 

■P  0 

-p 

Cd 

0 “H 

cd  C 

rH 

C 

u w 

0 

■P  u 

O 

T? 

T3 

•H 

C 0 

0 -H 

a 

C TJ 

C 

u 

(D  rH 

-p  "p 

0)  4-> 

W 

D 0 

D 

o 

'D  3 

cd 

^ w 

0) 

0 U 

0 

cd 

•H  U 

X3  c 

a; 

-p 

Sh 

cp 

> 

> !h 

0)  -H 

0)  ^ 

(D 

(D  (D 

rH  £ 

U 

.*  ^ 

» 

•H  cd 

0 

0 0) 

0 

0 

0 P 

cd  X 

O -p 

IZ 

u 

2 

2i 

iz;  -p 

|ii  0) 

H cd 

1,364 

232* 

1,078 

1,076 

196 

- 

6 

30  children  had  had  B.C.G.  previously  - Heaf 
immunity  but  not  vaccinated.  The  differences 
are  accounted  for  by  absence  from  school. 


tested  to  conf irm 
in  the  figures 


X. 


SOCIAL  WELFARE  WORK 


Work  undertaken  during  the  year  was  as  follows 


Number  of  visits  ... 
Families  involved 
New  cases 


2,024 

106 

49 


The  number  of  families  now  being  visited  increased  by  22  over 
the  previous  year,  and  the  number  of  new  cases  increased  by  12. 

The  work  of  this  section  of  the  Department  continues  to  grow 
year  by  year,  and  one  wcnders  whether  the  Welfare  Schemes,  as  well 
as  the  speed  (or  haste)  of  modern  life  tend  to  cause  greater 
difficulties  in  this  work.  Modern  trends  do,  of  course,  create 
circumstances  wnereby  most  people  need  help  of  some  kind,  but 
with  the  families  with  which  the  Family  Social  Workers  have  to 
care,  the  stress  and  strains  now  encountered  are  sometimes  too 
much  - hence,  the  need  for  this  service. 

The  following  information  is  also  a useful  comment  to  the 
above  remarks. 

The  local  branch  of  the  National  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children,  dealt  with  14  cases  in  the  Borough  in 
1968,  involving  44  children,  9 of  these  involving  neglect,  assault 
or  ill-treatment. 

Miss  D.E.  Cowcher,  Children's  Officer  f cr  the  Bedfordshire 
County  Council,  reports  that  in  the  year  under  review  51 
Bedf  ord  children  were  received  into  care  under  Section  1 of  the 
Children  Act,  1948  and  16  children  were  committed  to  the  care 
of  the  County  Council  as  a fit  person  by  the  Juvenile  Courts. 

Tiie  Clerk  to  the  Bedford  Borough  Justices  says  that  in  1968, 
the  following  number  of  juveniles  appeared  before  the  court. 


For  Road  Traffic  Offences  39 

On  Minor  Offences  38 

On  Indictable  Offences  137 

Care  or  Protection  proceedings  brought 
by  the  Police  and  Children's  Officer  16 


The  figures  given  above  present  sli^t  improvements  over 
the  previous  year.  Variations  from  year  to  year  must  be 
expected,  therefore,  it  is  not  possible  to  assess  the  success  or 
otherwise  of  social  wcrk  based  on  figures  alone. 
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CHIROPODY 


XI . 


The  Old  People's  Welfare  Committee  continues  to  operate  a 
Chiropody  Clinic  for  elderly  persons,  with  refund  of  costs  being 
made  by  the  Local  Authority.  During  the  year  the  sessions  were 
discontinued  at  83  Dame  Alice  Street,  but  were  transferred  to 
m^w  quarters  at  15  St.  Cuthberts  Street.  Difficulties  also  arose 
on  account  of  the  number  of  persons  awaiting  treatment  and  the 
lack  of  chiropodists  to  do  the  work.  By  re-arrangement  of  the 
system  through  central  organisation  the  waiting  list  was  reduced 
but  the  problem  of  obtaining  more  persons  to  undertake  the  work 
remains . 

The  following  table  shows  the  work  undertaken:- 
Treatments  at;- 


Clinic 

2,230 

Surgery  of  a Chiropodist 

2,309  4,539 

Sessions  held  at:- 

Clinic 

350  plus 

22  extra  based  on 

overtime  at  sessions 

Surgery  of  a Chiropodist 

98  (Equivalent  - 

approximately) 

Domiciliary  treatments 

130 

The  number  of  patients  treated  through  the  Old  Peoples  Welfare 
Committee  was  511  with  an  additional  84  being  seen  at  the 
chiropodist's  surgery.  Dressings  were  undertaken  at  the  clinic  in 
respect  of  106  patients. 

Treatment  for  elderly  and  handicapped  persons  (and  for 
expectant  mothers)  can  be  obtained  at  the  Barford  Avenue  Clinic  on 
Tuesdays  and  Fridays  and  at  Putnoe  on  Mondays  by  appointment.  The 
County  Council  has  seconded  a Chiropodist  for  this  purpose  and  he 
also  undertakes  domiciliary  work  as  necessary:- 

Individual  patients  treated 
Treatments  at  Clinics 

Sessions 

Domiciliary  visits 

430 

1,068 

154 

1 , 294 

One  chiropodist  in  the  town  undertakes  some  work  for  the 
Authority  at  her  own  surgery  in  addition  to  the  above  schemes, 
and  the  work  undertaken  by  her  during  the  period  under  review 
was 


Number  of  individual  patients  treated  255 
Treatments  at  surgery  1,119 
Domiciliary  treatments  409 
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XII, 


PREVENTIVE  MEDICINE 


(a)  Glaucoma  Survey 

The  follow-up  of  cases  of  ocular  hypertension  found  between  three 
and  four  years  ago  in  the  original  survey  has  continued,  A definite 
field  defect  haS  so  far  been  detected  in  only  one  patient,  and  in  this 
patient  there  was  some  suggestion  of  a field  defect  on  the  initial 
investigation,  A number  of  people  who  initially  presented  with  a 
tension  of  21  mm  Hg  or  more  have  been  found  to  have  tensions  below 
21  mm  Hg  on  all  follow-up  examinations,  and  these  have  been  discharged 
as  normal. 

Re-screening  of  people  originally  classified  as  non-glaucomatous 
has  now  been  started.  In  addition  to  tonometry,  visual  field 
screening  using  the  Globuck  screener  has  been  carried  out  in  each  case. 
Over  100  people  have  been  re-examined  and  the  tension  readings  have 
corresponded  very  well  with  the  previous  result.  No  abnormally  high 
tensions  have  been  found,  but  seven  people  showed  a field  defect  on 
the  Globuck  screener.  Clinical  examination  revealed  other  causes 
(lens  opacities,  for  example)  in  some  patients,  and  in  others  a repeat 
examination  gave  normal  results.  The  figures  are  too  small  at  the 
moment  for  any  firm  conclusions  to  be  drawn. 

( b)  Diabetes 

The  following  report  is  given  by  Dr,  H.  Keen  of  the  Department  of 
Medicine,  Guyk  Hospital  Medical  School,  London  Bridge,  S.E.l, 

Bedford  Survey 
Annual  Report  for  1968 

Since  the  diagnostic  survey  for  diabetes  in  1962  a follow-up 
study  has  been  maintained,  conducted  by  th e Department  of  Medicine, 
Guy's  Hospital,  in  conjunction  with  the  Public  Health  Department, 
Borough  of  Bedford,  and  with  the  financial  assistance  of  the  Department 
of  Health  and  Social  Security. 

The  follow-up  has  centred  upon  a study  of  the  health  of  248 
individuals  found  to  have  "borderline"  blood  sugar  elevations  during 
the  1962  survey.  While  these  people  were  not  considered  to  be 
clearly  diabetic  their  blood  sugar  levels  were  nevertheless  somewhat 
higher  than  normal.  Using  different  regimes  of  treatment,  these 
people  have  been  examined  at  a special  clinic  established  for  the 
purpose  in  Bedford,  at  regular  six-monthly  intervals.  For  comparison, 
a matched  group  of  people  found  to  be  normal  at  the  survey  were 
examined  initially  and  it  is  planned  to  re-examine  them  in  1969.  In 
addition,  117  clearly  diabetic  people  detected  in  1962  were  reviewed 
at  five  years. 

Much  new  information  of  interest  and  importance  has  already 
emerged  from  this  study.  For  example,  it  has  been  shown  that  border- 
line diabetic  people  show  a small  but  distinctly  increased  risk  of 
developing  troubles  which  undoubted  diabetics  show  in  more  florid  form. 
In  particular,  they  have  an  increased  risk  of  developing  arterial 
disease  such  as  heart  attacks,  angina  pectoris  and  circulatory 
deficiency  in  the  legs.  There  are  indications  that  certain  forms  of 
treatment  may  be  capable  of  conferring  some  protection  on  these  people. 
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The  Importance  of  this  study  is  evidenced  by  the  world-wide 
interest  shown  in  its  findings.  Nowhere  else  in  the  world  has  a 
study  of  this  type  yet  been  carried  out.  It  is  now  anticipated  that 
the  process  of  follow-up  and  evaluation  will  continue  for  a period  of 
at  least  ten  years  from  the  initial  survey.  A similar  project, 
undertaken  by  the  Department  of  Medicine  at  Guy’s  Hospital,  is  now 
under  way  in  London. 


(c)  Chest  Conditions 

A mobile  mass-radiography  unit  visits  Bedford  every  Thursday 
afternoon,  it  being  stationed  on  the  Market  (near  the  Town  Bridge). 

Any  member  of  the  public  can  have  a chest  X-ray  without  an  appointment 
Local  Authority  staff,  including  teachers  and  student  teachers,  are 
referred  to  the  Unit  when  entering  the  respective  services.  Persons 
having  the  care  of  children  (under  the  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders 
Regulation  Act  1948  as  amended  by  the  Health  Services  and  Public 
Health  Act  1968)  will  also  now  be  referred  to  this  service. 

(d)  Testing  for  Phenylketonuria 

Tests  were  undertaken  on  babies  whenever  possible,  and  as  last 
year,  no  positive  results  were  obtained. 

( e)  Cervical  Cytology  - Cancer  Research 

This  scheme  continued  during  the  year,  and  the  undermentioned 


details  will  be  of  Interest;- 

No.  of  tests  ...  ...  762 

Sessions  held  ...  ...  41 

Referred  for  further  investigation  . . 5 

Referred  to  own  doctor  for  minor 

medical  reason  , . , 177 


As  mentioned  in  the  last  report,  the  number  of  women  taking 
advantage  of  the  scheme  continued  to  decrease,  with  the  result  that 
fortnightly  sessions  replaced  weekly  ones^ 

However,  it  must  be  noted  here  that  cytology  tests  are  also  being 
undertaken  at  the  hospital,  by  some  general  practitioners,  at  Family 
Planning  Association  Centres,  as  well  as  at  Local  Authority  Family 
Planning  Clinics.  It  may  be  that  the  overall  picture,  if  possible 
to  piece  together,  may  show  that  the  number  of  women  being  seen  is, 
in  fact,  increasing. 

(f )  Mobile  Vision  Screening  Unit 

In  August,  1968,  the  Optical  Information  Council  visited  the 
town  with  their  Mobile  Vision  Screening  Unit,  this  being  stationed 
on  the  Market  Square  for  two  days. 

Subsequently  the  above  Council  sent  in  the  details  of  the 
screening  undertaken,  and  these  are  as  follows :- 

Persons  screened  186  (134  males,  52  females) 

Needing  a Sight  Test  69  (51  males,  18  females) 

37%  of  those  screened 
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Age  groups  of  those  needing  a sight  test 


0 

- 20  years 

14 

21 

- 44  years 

28 

45 

- 55  years 

11 

56 

years  and  over 

16 

Total  69 


Period  since  last  eye  examination 


Under  1 year 

8 

1 year 

9 

2 years 

10 

3 years 

6 

4 years 

2 

5 years 

19 

Never 

15 

Total  69 


Of  the  123  drivers  screened  6 (4,8%)  appeared  to  have  vision  below  the 
standard  reouired  to  read  a vehicle  number  plate,  in  daylight,  at  a 
distance  of  25  yards. 

The  results  of  this  survey  proved  to  be  of  great  importance, 
particularly  when  it  is  observed  that  nearly  5%  of  the  drivers 
appeared  to  have  had  defective  vision. 

(g)  Health  Education 

One  of  the  features  of  the  Department's  work  is  Health 
Education,  in  which  all  the  staff  are  involved  directly  or  indirectly. 

Your  Medical  Officers  are  being  asked  to  lecture  or  address 
organisations  on  their  work,  and  an  increasing  amount  of  time  is  now 
involved  in  it. 

Public  Health  Inspectors,  Health  Visitors  and  Welfare  Staff, 
have  given  lectures  during  the  year  as  well  as  giving  more  direct 
advice  during  the  course  of  their  duties. 

The  County  Health  Education  Officer  (on  a shared  basis)  has 
also  assisted  in  the  Borough  by  addressing  meetings,  very  often  with 
film  illustrations,  as  well  as  assisting  in  health  education  duties 
involving  visits  to  schools,  child  health  clinics, etc. 

The  purpose  of  health  education  is  not  merely  to  prevent  illness 
but  to  encourage  a positive  attitude  towards  health.  Thus  the  health 
education  of  school  children  should  be  aimed  at  helping  them  to  grow 
up  into  mature  adults  who  are  able  to  establish  stable  relationships 
with  other  people  and  who  know  enough  about  their  bodies  to  be  able  to 
safeguard  their  health.  To  this  end  the  County  Education  and  Health 
Departments  co-operated  in  providing  two  courses  for  teachers  during 
the  year  and  a number  of  teachers  from  Bedford  attended.  In  addition, 
help  was  given  in  certain  schools,  mainly  in  connection  with  the 
Certificate  in  Secondary  Education. 

Mothercraft  and  relaxation  classes  for  expectant  mothers  are 
regularly  held  at  the  clinics  and  the  usual  practice  is  for  each 


45 


course  to  conclude  with  a film  showing  the  birth  of  a baby-.  Also 
until  it  closed  in  November,  one  of  the  nursing  officers  visited 
Holt  House  regularly  to  talk  to  the  residents  on  pregnancy  and 
child  care. 

Home  safety  continued  to  receive  considerable  attention.  The 
Borough  Council  make  a contribution  to  the  Bedford  and  North 
Bedfordshire  Home  Safety  Committee  and  various  members  of  the  staff 
serve  on  the  Committee. 


( h)  Convalescent  Homes 

Where  it  is  not  possible  for  alternative  arrangements  to  be 
made  the  Department  arranges  admission  to  convalescent  homes  for 
those  persons  in  need.  In  1968,  six  adults  and  three  children 
benefitted  by  staying  at  convalescent  homes,  the  authority  being 
responsible  for  maintenance.  Whenever  possible  patients  are  asked 
to  contribute  towards  their  costs,  an  assessment  being  undertaken 
on  a scale  of  assessable  income  adopted  by  the  Authority. 

Refund  of  the  cost  was  made  in  the  case  of  four  adults. 
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XIII.  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


Mr.  C.W.  French,  Chief  Mental  Welfare  Officer  to  the  Bedfordshire 
County  Council,  has  submitted  the  following  report. 

The  Mental  Health  Services  in  Bedford  Borough  were  delegated 
(in  part)  to  the  Borough  Council  in  1960  by  the  County  Council,  on 
the  basis  that  their  cfficers  undertook  such  functions  in  the  town  on 
a shared  basis,  and  this  has  worked,  and  continues  to  work,  very  well. 

Tables  A to  C set  out  the  number  of  persons  referred,  the  sources 
from  which  referred,  and  the  sex/age  distribution  for  both  mental 
illness  and  mental  handicapped.  Table  D sets  out  the  numbers  of 
mentally  handicapped  persons  from  the  Borough  attending  the  County 
Council’s  Junior  Training  Centre  at  Kempston  and  Adult  Training 
Workshop  in  Bedford. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  about  10%  in  the  number  of  cases  of 
mental  illness  referred,  the  majority  of  the  increase  being  accounted 
for  by  referrals  from  the  Bedford  Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Clinic. 

This  increase,  together  with  a substantial  increase  in  the  number  of 
new  cases  investigated  prior  to  attendance  at  the  Clinic  (which  are 
not  included  in  the  figures  in  Table  *A’)  reflect  the  increased  Clinic 
time  now  available. 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  number  of  mentally 
handicapped  persons  referred,  and  almost,  all  are  new  cases. 

Table  ’B’  shows  the  usual  preponderance  of  women,  but  the  number 
of  patients  of  60  years  of  age  or  over  has  dropped  from  one  third  to 
a quarter  of  the  total. 

Action  taken  on  referral  for  mental  illness  is  set  out  below;- 
Compulsory  Action 


Admitted  to  Hospital  - 

for  Observation  (Emergency)  56 

for  Observation  9 

for  Treatment  1 

Total  compulsory  action  qq 

Non-compulsory  Action 

Admitted  to  Hospital  informally  83 

Placed  under  Community  Care  23 

Other  Action  204 

Total  376 


The  total  is  greater  than  the  number  of  referrals  because  it  is 
sometimes  necessary  to  taJie  more  than  cne  action  in  a single  case. 

The  number  of  compulsory  admissions  to  Hospital  has  risen  (48:66), 
the  greatest  increase  being  in  cases  dealt  with  under  emergency 
procedures.  Even  so,  the  proportion  cf  cases  in  which  use 

of  compulsory  powers  is  necessary  is  still  only  just  over  17%  of  the 
total,  "other  action"  includes  referral  to  other  services,  admission 
to  General  Hospitals  or  residential  accommodation  and  domiciliary 
psychiatric  consultation. 
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Extensions  to  the  Kempston  Junior  Training  Centre  were  completed 
in  September  and  include  an  extra  classroom  and  staffroom  and  the 
conversion  of  the  former  workshop  into  a practical  training  classroom 
for  older  boys  and  girls.  The  one  child  shown  in  Table  D as  waiting 
for  admission  merely  reflects  a temporary  delay  caused  by  the  need  to 
take  new  children  in  a few  at  a time. 

The  waiting  list  for  hospital  care  remains  small,  but  mainly 
consists  of  young  mentally  handicapped  children  who  make  heavy 
demands  upon  the  family's  emotional  resources.  Some  difficulty, 
usually  temporary,  is  also  experienced  from  time  to  time  in  obtaining 
the  necessary  hospital  care  for  older  female  patients  suffering  from 
advanced  degrees  of  senile  deterioration. 


TABLE  'A* 

SOURCES  FROM  WHICH  CASES  OF  MENTAL  ILLNESS 
AND  MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY  WERE  REFERRED,  1968. 


Source 

Mentally 

Mentally  subnormal 

111 

and  severely 

sub- normal 

General  Practitioners 

221 

2 

General  Hospitals 

-27 

4 

Fairfield  Hospital 

12 

- 

Relatives 

11 

3 

Police 

15 

1 

Patients  themselves 

23 

- 

Welfare  Department 

3 

- 

Bedford  Psychiatric  Clinic 

20 

- 

Neighbours  and  Friends 

6 

- 

Probation  Service 

4 

1 

Other  Departments  (excluding  Welfa 

re)  3 

3 

Psychiatric  Hospitals  outside  County  1 

- 

Health  Visitors 

2 

1 

Ministry  of  Social  Security 

1 

" 

Child  Health  Service 

- 

- 

Other  Local  Health  Authorities 

- 

3 

Hospitals  for  the  Subnormal 

- 

1 

Other  Sources 

5 

1 

TOTALS 

354 

♦ 

20 

* 1 Old.  19  New. 
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TABLE  *B* 

SEX-AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  MENTAL  ILLNESS 
REFERRED  IN  1968 


Under 

21 

21-30 

31-40 

A 

41-50 

G E 

51-60 

61-70 

71  & over 

TOTALS 

Males 

11 

21 

22 

30 

14 

7 

11 

116 

Females 

19 

35 

50 

28 

30 

37 

39 

238 

TOTALS 

30 

56 

72 

58 

44 

44 

50 

354 

TABLE  'C* 

SEX-AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  CASES  OF  MENTAL  SUBNORMALITY 
REFERRED  IN  1968 


AGE 

0-7  years 

8-15  years 

16  years  & over 

TOTALS 

Males 

7 

1 

6 

14 

Females 

2 

1 

3 

6 

TOTALS 

9 

2 

9 

20 

TABLE  ’D' 


SEX-AGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  MENTALLY  SUBNORMAL  PERSONS  ATTENDING 
THE  JUNIOR  TRAINING  CENTRE  AND  ADULT  TRAINING  WORKSHOP  AT 
31ST  DECEMBER,  1968,  TOGETHER  WITH  NUMBERS  WAITING  FOR  PLACES 


KEMPSTON  JUNIOR  TRAINING 

Under 

16 

16 

& over 

All 

ages 

TOTAL 

CENTRE,  AUSTIN  CANONS 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Attending 

15 

4 

- 

- 

15 

4 

19 

Waiting 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

TOTALS 

16 

4 

- 

- 

16 

4 

20 

BEDFORD  ADULT  TRAINING 
WORKSHOP,  BARKERS  LANE 

Attending 

1 

- 

20 

16 

21 

16 

37 

Waiting 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

TOTALS 

1 

- 

20 

16 

21 

16 

37 

OVERALL  TOTALS 

17 

4 

20 

16 

37 

20 

57 
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XIV 


WELFARE 


1 . General 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  first  are  showing  handicaps,  other  than 
visual;  the  second  gives  the  number  of  blind  and  partially  sighted 
persons 


Physically  Handicapped 


Number  of 

persons  on 

register 

at  31st  December, 

1968 

Age 

Sex 

Deaf 

with 

speech 

Deaf 

without 

speech 

Hard  of 
hearing 

General 

Classes 

Total 

(a) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

Under  16 

M 

1 

1 

2 

4 

F 

3 

- 

3 

16-29 

M 

4 

2 

1 

16 

23 

F 

1 

7 

8 

30-49 

M 

3 

1 

1 

28 

33 

F 

2 

19 

21 

50-64 

M 

1 

1 

43 

45 

F 

2 

1 

73 

76 

65  or 

M 

1 

75 

76 

over 

F 

3 

3 

170 

176 

Total 

13 

12 

7 

433 

465 

50 


Analysis  of  persons  on  the  general  classes  register  according  to  age  and  handicap. 
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In  addition  there  are  a number  of  persons  who  have  been 
issued  with  Car  Drivers  Badges  who  are  not  included  in  the  above 
figures  because  they  do  not  require  other  kinds  of  assistance. 
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Numbers  Registered  - Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons 
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2.  Physically  Handicapped  Persons 


The  number  of  registrations  continues  to  grow  each  year,  and 
the  number  on  the  register  increased  by  57  in  1968. 

In  dealing  with  people  who  are  in  this  category  and  their 
problems  very  often  requires  a considerable  amount  of  time  being 
devoted  by  the  Welfare  Officers  to  individuals.  Sometimes 
patience  and  tact  must  be  almost  inexhaustible. 

Much  help  was  given  during  the  year  by  the  issue  of  aids  and 
gadgets,  adaptations  to  houses,  provision  of  holidays,  as  well  as 
obtaining  the  assistance  of  Home  Helps,  Meals  on  Wheels,  Social 
Security  Benefits  etc. 

As  will  be  seen  further  in  the  Report  close  association  was 
maintained  with  the  Bedford  Association  for  the  Disabled,  whereby 
the  handicapped  received  greater  benefit  by  this  liaison. 

Occupational  Therapy  continued  both  at  clinics  and  at  home, 
and  was  much  appreciated  by  those  benefiting  from  this  service. 

3 .  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons 

A small  increase  in  registration  occurred,  namely  8,  but  the 
work  was  somewhat  curtailed  in  the  year  owing  to  the  absence 
through  illness  of  one  of  the  Home  Teachers  for  the  Blindf  for 
nearly  six  months.  However,  the  essential  needs  were  able  to  be 
dealt  with  by  the  second  Home  Teacher,  with  the  help  of  other 
members  of  the  staff. 

The  scheme  for  providing  optical  aids  continued.  Holidays 
were  arranged,  and  the  Handicraft  Classes  were  as  successful  as 
ever  . 


Close  association  was  maintained  with  the  North  Bedfordshire 
Society  for  the  welfare  of  the  blind  in  all  aspects  of  the  work. 


4 .  Work  by  Voluntary  Associations 
(a)  The  Bedford  Association  for  the  Disabled 

The  following  extracts  from  a report  submitted  by  the 
Secretary,  (Mrs.  D.E.  Guppy)  of  the  Bedford  Association  for  the 
Disabled  shows  the  work  that  body  undertakes,  thereby  augmenting 
very  usefully  indeed  the  work  for  the  handicapped  person  undertaken 
in  conjunction  with  the  local  authority.  The  relationship  between 
the  Health  Department  and  the  Association  has  helped  to  foster  a 
service  to  handicapped  persons  for  which  the  town  should  be  very 
proud  indeed. 


Report  1968 

"This  report  does  not  differ  very  much  from  last  year;  the 
same  arrangements  for  the  welfare  and  pleasure  of  the  physically 
handicapped  still  goes  no,  with  improvements  wherever  possible. 
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The  number  of  members  registered  with  this  Association  is  now 
over  200.  This  number  does  not  include  all  Occupational  Therapy 
members  as  their  transport  arrangements  are  made  new  by  the  Public 
Health  Department. 

Three  of  the  Social  Clubs  are  now  full  and  the  remaining  one 
at  Brickhill  now  numbers  30.  Putnoe  has  39  members,  Harewood 
Road  40  and  Queens  Park  38.  When  the  Association  started  seven 
years  ago  in  February  it  was  thought  that  25  members  in  each  club 
was  an  adequate  number  to  look  after,  but  over  the  past  two  years  the 
numbers  have  increased  tremendously.  Four  members  live  in  the 
County,  and  we  welcome  them  as  they  have  their  own  transport.  The 
reason  these  social  clubs  are  so  successful,  I am  sure,  is 
companionship  and  the  pleasure  of  getting  away  from  the  'four  walls'. 
Many  of  them  have  told  me  they  have  made  real  friends  in  the  clubs 
and  it  gives  them  a feeling  of  belonging. 

We  have  12  voluntary  visitors  for  the  housebound,  and  of  course 
the  Youth  Action  Group  do  a marvellous  job. 

The  number  of  inquiries  I have  at  the  office  are  too  many  and 
varied  to  mention  here,  and  I hope  I manage  to  put  their  minds  at 
rest  and  help  them  with  their  difficulties,  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  they  often  think  I am  a magiciaa. 

Outings  for  the  Clubs  were  arranged  as  usual,  followed  by 
holidays  in  May  and  September.  We  do  ask  the  members  going  on 
holiday  if  they  can  pay  half  the  accommodation  fee  and  we  pay  the 
remainder  and  any  transport  necessary,  and  also  the  expenses  of  the 
escorts.  We  feel  that  asking  them  to  pay  a little  towards  this  gives 
them  a sense  of  independence. 

It  is  interesting  to  know  that  several  members  who  have  been 
moved  into  County  Council  Homes  still  keep  in  touch  with  us,  and  I 
send  them  a Newsletter  every  quarter  and  cards  are  sent  from  clubs. 

I am  sure  through  this  connection  they,  particularly  those  who 
have  no  relatives,  feel  they  have  something  to  hold  on  to.  This 
helps  to  make  one's  job  all  the  more  worth  while. 

I must  say  that  the  St.  John's  Hospital  bus  with  lifting 
gear  is  a tremendous  help,  but  there  is  still  room  for  another  one 
of  the  same  design.  Transport  revolves  round  all  the  work  we  do, 
and  the  more  transport  we  can  get  the  more  time  is  saved. 


55 


(b)  SPASTICS 


The  following  gives  extracts  from  a report  submitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Bedford  and  District  Branch  of  the  Spastics  Society 
(Miss  A.E.  Kidder), 

There  is  no  doubt  that  very  useful  work  is  being  done  in  Bedford 
by  the  above  Society,  and  it  must  be  said  that  this  is  very  much 
appreciated  by  the  Health  Department, 

REPORT  1967/68 

The  year  1967/68  has  seen  the  fulfilment  of  some  of  our  dreams. 
Reference  was  made  in  my  last  report  to  the  hold-up  of  the  building 
of  the  Hydrotherapy  Pool,  and  installation  of  the  lift,  I am  pleased 
to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  both  of  these  projects  have  been  working 
satisfactorily  for  seven  months. 

For  ten  years  the  Bedford  Spastics  Society  has  been  providing 
treatment  for  Spastics  in  North  Bedfordshire,  but  it  has  never  before 
had  the  opportunity  to  experiment  with  Hydrotherapy,  a Pool  on  the 
premises.  The  idea  is  not  new,  and  ny  Committee,  having  had  this 
project  in  mind  for  sometime,  feel  that  it  is  an  important  part  of 
the  treatment  services  we  can  now  offer  our  children. 

It  is  most  rewarding  to  see  a child  with  rigid  limbs  come  wholly 
alive  in  a heated  Pool,  and  they  can  exercise  muscles  which  are 
difficult  or  impossible  for  them  to  do  normally,  as  it  is  easier  for 
them  to  relax  in  warm  water. 

The  Pool  was  officially  opened  cn  23rd  October,  1967  by  Dr, 
Easton. 

There  have  been  approximately  12  handicapped  persons  attending 
the  work  centre  daily.  Transport  has  been  mainly  Hospital  Car 
Service  vehicles.  The  variety  of  outwork  has  not  been  available 
as  in  previous  years,  but  I am  glad  to  say  that  this  has  now  improved, 
and  the  Work  Centre  account  is  again  building  up. 

The  attendance  in  the  Class  Room  and  Nursery  is  good,  and 
averages  21  children  per  day.  36  children  receive  Hydrotherapy 
per  week,  21  Physiotherapy,  and  9 Speech  Therapy,  66  are  reviewed 
periodically  by  Dr.  Ferguson. 

We  have  continued  to  try  and  solve  the  usual  problems 
adequate  visiting,  family  relief,  helping  to  obtain  aids,  and 
adaptations  in  the  home,  appointments  with  the  dentist,  hairdressing 
service,  and  many  others.  In  this  respect  our  Physiotherapists, 
Nursery  Staff,  and  their  helpers,  play  an  important  part. 

The  usual  holiday  was  spent  at  the  Society's  Hotel,  and  scrnie 
financial  support  has  been  given. 

Another  event  in  the  calendar  was  the  River  Picnic,  organised  by 
our  good  friends,  members  of  the  Boat  Club,  and  greatly  enjoyed  by 
young  and  older  spastics  alike. 

The  annual  Christmas  shopping  expedition  to  Woolworths  store  was 
a tremendous  thrill  to  our  wheelchair  members. 

The  society  has  been  most  generously  supported  by  donations,  and 
until  this  year  our  finances  were  good. 
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(d)  Bedford  Council  of  Social  Service 


It  is  very  pleasing  to  report  that  the  relationship 
with  the  Health  Department  of  the  above  Service  is  very  high 
indeed,  and  its  liaison  with  the  various  voluntary  bodies 
in  the  town  is  of  great  help,  particularly  in  meeting  the 
needs  of  the  elderly.  The  Personal  Needs  Scheme  mentioned 
earlier  in  this  Report  is  one  very  good  example  of  such 
co-operation. 
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F>ublic  Health  Department 


Town  Hall 
Bedford . 


January  1970. 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
of  Bedford. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  privilege  to  present  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorial  staff  for 
the  year  1968. 

The  work  of  the  department  hhs  progressed  satisfactorily 
throughout  the  year.  The  regular  inspections  of  houses  in 
multiple  occupation  has  continued  as  frequently  as  possible. 
The  conditions  generally  have  improved  and  it  is  not  now 
usual  to  find  cases  of  overcrowding.  The  odd  room  may  be 
overcrowded  but  the  house  as  a whole  is  rarely  found  to  be 
overcrowded.  One  complication  which  is  arising  is  being 
caused  by  the  large  Indian  families  which  are  now  joining 
relatives  in  the  Borough  and  causing  a great  deal  of 
congestion.  Fortunately,  many  of  the  husbands  are  prepared 
to  purchase-^ their  own  houses,  and  with  patience  and 
persuasion  these  conditions  rarely  last  for  more  than  a few 
months.  There  has  been  a slight  increase  in  the  occupants 
of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  and  in  the  715  houses  is  a 
total  of  6,101  adults  and  children  covering  fifteen 
nationalities.  This  figure,  of  course,  is  much  below  the 
totrl  number  of  new  Bedfordians  and  the  total  number  of 
aliens  and  immigrants  has  been  reliably  estimated  as  over 
11,000,  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report,  ho.vever,  that 
no  cases  of  discrimination  against  either  aliens  or  immigrants 
have  had  to  be  taken  to  Court  and  advice  and  assistance  where 
harrassment  has  occurred  has  produced  amicable  settlements. 
Social  problems  are  being  caused  by  girls  in  immigrant 
families  wishing  to  adopt  the  habits  of  English  girls  in  that 
they  wish  to  go,  unaccompanied  by  parents,  to  social  functions 
in  the  evenings  as  their  school  friends  do.  This  type  of 
emancipation  has  come  suddenly  and  is  certainly  causing 
friction  in  the  Indian  and  Pakistani  households.  This 
problem  of  the  girls  wanting  freedom  from  parental  control 
has  been  solved  by  Italian  girls,  in  part,  by  having  their 
own  flats  and  behaving  like  English  girls,  much  to  the 
distress  of  their  parents.  It  is  a great  pity  that  the 
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family  ties  are  being  broken  in  this  way  because  the 
strength  of  the  Italian  community  relies  on  the  family 
unit.  There  is  no  doubt  that  Bedford  is  a very  fortunate 
community  as,  in  view  of  the  large  percentage  of  new 
Bedfordians"  everybody  seems  to  rub  shoulders  and  work 
together  without  friction  being  caused.  Much  good  work 
is  being  done  by  the  Social  Centre  created  by  the  West 
Indian  Cultural  Centre  and  the  Church  of  God  in  Christ, 
which  many  responsible  West  Indians  have  supported.  The 
opening  of  the  new  Church  by  this  organisation  on  land 
leasee  from  the  Corporation,  was  a memorable  occasion, 
and  many  Bedford  residents  are  now  joining  in  these 
religious  services. 

The  effect  of  the  continued  smoke  control  areas  is 
having  a more  noticeable  effect,  particularly  to  the  north 
of  the  Borough  where  the  residents  readily  admit  that  the 
paintwork  of  the  houses,  clothes  on  the  line  and  articles 
outside  the  houses  do  not  collect  the  soot  and  dust  which 
can  be  discovered  in  the  town  centre  not  yet  smoke  controlled. 
Residents  moving  from  the  south  of  the  Borough  to  the  new 
areas  in  the  north  are  struck  by  the  absence  of  pollution. 

This  is  gratifying,  as  when  smoke  control  areas  were  first 
suggested,  a considerable  amount 'of  opposition  was  raised 
to  the  necessity  for  such  areas  in  this  Borough. 

It  is  remarkable  how  the  work  of  the  Inspectors  is 
changing.  Quite  a percentage  of  their  time  is  spent  in 
advising  shopkeepers,  householders  and  food  traders,  how 
best  to  overcome  their  problems,  instead  of  allowing  a 
problem  to  be  created  which  would  give  rise  to  legal 
proceedings.  The  Inspectors  rarely  encounter  opposition, 
and  in  most  of  their  duties  are  received,  not  as  a snooper, 
but  as  an  adviser.  It  is  particularly  noticeable  in  food 
premises  where  the  improvement  of  hygienic  standards  can 
be  easily  recognised.  Other  than  the  service  of 
statutory  notices  in  relation  to  houses  in  multiple 
occupation  for  the  provision  of  additional  facilities  or 
fire  escapes,  it  is  rarely  necessary  to  serve  a statutory 
notice  for  the  maintenance  of  property.  Most  enforcement 
of  legislation  is  now  secured  by  informal  action  which 
indicates  the  awareness  of  owners  and  proprietors  of 
businesses  of  the  legislation  to  be  enforced. 

The  demolition  and  clearance  of  unfit  houses  has 
proceeded  and  it  it  hoped  that  by  means  of  improvement 
grants  to  raise  the  standard  of  many  of  the  smaller  type 
accommodation.  Extension  of  the  Operation  Rescue 
programme  is  certainly  improving  the  areas  in  the  town 
where  there  has  been  deterioration,  and  the  purchase  of 
many  houses  by  owners  for  their  own  occupation  has  resulted 
in  a large  number  of  smaller  properties  being  brought  up  to 
a very  high  standard.  In  fact,  areas  which  were  regarded 
as  low  standard  and  subject  to  review  for  clearance  on 
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re-inspection  are  removed  from  the  low  standard  list  because 
of  the  vast  improvement  in  the  facilities  and  amenities 
provided  by  new  owner  occupiers. 

I think  that  1968  can  be  regarded  as  a solid  and 
progressive  year  despite  the  change  in  staff. 

During  1968,  Mr, Roger  Finch,  the  senior  student, 
obtained  his  diploma  and  Mr.M.Gleadow,  a recently  qualified 
Inspector,  joined  the  staff, 

I wish  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  and  Members 
of  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  for  their  appreciation 
and  co-operation  in  the  work  undertaken;  to  all  the  Chief 
Officers  and  their  staffs  for  their  willing  help  and  advice; 
to  my  Deputy,  the  Inspectors,  students  and  clerical  and 
outdoor  staff  for  their  loyal  support  throughout  the  year. 


I am, 


Your  Obedient  Servant 
E.  AVISON 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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1,  HOUSING  ACTS 

(a)  Unfit  Houses 


During  the  year  32  houses  were  demolished  and  2 whole  and  1 
part  houses  were  closed.  Of  the  properties  demolished  24  were 
owned  by  the  Council  and  8 were  in  private  ownership,  2 of  the  32 
had  been  previously  subject  to  Closing  Orders.  Since  1955  a total 
of  1167  houses  have  been  dealt  with,  of  which  66  are  still  subject 
to  Closing  Orders,  the  remainder  of  the  properties  having  been 
demolished.  A total  of  20  families  consisting  of  49  persons  were 
displaced  from  unfit  dwellings  during  1968. 

The  basement  rooms  of  a house  in  Ashburnham  Road  which  were 
subject  to  a Closing  Order  made  in  1958  were  made  fit  during  the 
year  and  the  Closing  Order  was  rescinded. 


(b)  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

715  houses  are  on  the  register  of  properties  in  Multiple 
Occupation  and  it  is  estimated  that  these  were  occupied  by  4549 
adults  and  1552  children.  This  estimate  shows  an  increase  on  the 
previous  year  of  12  premises  and  307  persons.  This  estimated 
occupation  is  given  in  detail  in  a table  at  the  end  of  this  report 
together  with  the  nationalities  of  the  occupants. 

During  1968,  1626  inspections  of  houses  known  to  be  in  Multiple 

Occupation  were  made  and  where  necessary  informal  notices  were 
served.  The  following  statutory  notices  were  also  served:- 

Housing  Act  1957,  Section  90  Overcrowding  64 

Housing  Act  1961,  Section  15  Facilities  45 

Housing  Act  1961,  Section  12  Management  Orders  3 

The  owners  of  3 houses  in  multiple  occupation  were  prosecuted 
for  contraventions  of  the  Housing  Act  1961,  being  fined  a total  of 
£40. 


(c)  Accommodation  - Foreign  Nationals 

During  the  year  38  applications  were  received  from  the 
Ministry  of  Labour  for  inspections  to  be  made  at  addresses  where 
information  had  been  received  that  a foreign  national  intended 
to  reside  when  he  moved  into  the  area.  Of  this  number  28  were 
found  to  be  satisfactory.  21  applications  were  also  received  from 
Italian  nationals  who  wished  to  bring  their  families  from  Italy 
to  Bedford.  In  these  cases  a certificate  from  the  Local  Authority 
is  required  stating  that  sufficient  accommodation  would  be 
available  at  the  address  given.  18  of  these  applications  were 
approved  and  3 refused. 
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(d)  Improvement  of  Dwellings 


Section  19  of  the  Housing  Act  1964  provides  that  a tenant  may 
make  representations  in  writing  to  the  local  authority  with  a view 
to  the  house  being  improved.  During  1968,  4 such  applications  were 
made.  The  plans  and  necessary  applications  in  respect  of  these  4 
properties  wei-e  prepared  and  it  is  expected  that  the  work  will  be 
carried  out  during  1969.  1 house  was  provided  with  improved 

facilities  as  a result  of  a similar  application  made  during  1967. 

(e)  Purchase  of  Properties 

26  properties  in  various  parts  of  the  town  were  purchased  on 
behalf  of  the  Council.  The  purchase  of  unfit  and  low  standard 
properties  ceased  to  be  a responsibility  of  this  Department  as 
from  the  1st  April,  1968,  apart  from  a few  outstanding  negotiations 
which  were  then  in  progress.  These  duties  were  undertaken  by  my 
predecessor  Mr.  F.C.  Haynes  sometime  during  the  1930' s and  increased 
in  number  when  the  Council  commenced  the  central  re-development  area. 
Since  that  time  some  1150  properties  have  been  purchased  for  the 
Council.  Although  these  duties  rightfully  passed  to  the  Estates 
Section  of  the  Technical  Services  Department  nevertheless  it  was 
with  some  regret  that  the  Public  Health  Department  ceased  to 
undertake  this  duty. 


II  RE  N'T  ACTS 

No  applications  for  certificates  of  disrepair  were  received 
during  the  year. 

Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  against  the  owner  of  a house 
in  Shakespeare  Road  for  harassment  against  persons  occupying  rooms 
in  that  house.  Two  families  were  involved,  each  having  five 
children.  After  investigation  it  appeared  that  only  one  of  the 
families  was  a legal  tenant  and  so  the  proceedings  were  in  respect 
of  this  family  only.  A plea  of  guilty  was  entered  by  the  Defendants 
as  a result  of  which  the  Council  were  not  called  upon  to  give 
evidence.  Had  such  evidence  been  given  it  would  have  been  stated 
that  at  the  time  of  the  alleged  offence  the  rent  book  was  one  week 
in  arrear  due  to  the  landlord  refusing  to  accept  payment  and  that 
the  owner  despite  requests  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  refused 
to  return  the  furniture  and  restore  lighting  and  cooking  facilities. 
He  did,  however,  the  next  day  restore  the  cooking  facilities.  The 
defending  Solicitor  requested  that  his  Client  be  treated  leniently, 
as  he  had  been  put  to  considerable  inconvenience  by  the  families 
who  were  occupying  the  rooms.  As  the  Council  had  not  been  notified  t 
that  a guilty  plea  was  being  entered  all  required  witnesses  were 
at  the  Cou-t  and  the  hearing  did  not  take  place  until  the  afternoon. 

A conditional  discharge  was  given  without  costs  to  the  Corporation. 

Ill  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 
(a)  Drainage  and  Sewerage 

200  drains  were  tested  or  inspected  on  complaint  and  where 
necessary  works  of  repairs  or  reconstruction  were  carried  out.  At 
714  properties  it  was  necessary  to  clear  blockages  in  the  drains. 
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The  obstructed  drains  in  many  cases  are  due  to  the  depositing  of 
fat  and  grease  directly  into  the  drainage  system. 

Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  48  premises  stating  that  the 
Local  Authority  intended  to  carry  out  repairs  or  reconstruction  of 
the  sewers.  12  were  emergency  works  when  immediate  action  was 
necessary  and  in  the  remaining  cases  the  notice  gave  the  owner  seven 
days  in  which  to  make  any  objection  to  the  proposals.  Repairs  were 
carried  out  by  the  Local  Authority  and  demand  for  the  recovery  of  the 
cost  of  the  work  was  served  upon  the  owners  of  the  properties 
concerned . 

One  notice  was  served  under  Section  17  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1961  where  it  was  estimated  that  the  repairs  to  the  drain  would 
not  cost  more  than  £50. 

All  houses  in  the  Borough  have  water  closets,  including  those 
which  were  previously  situated  within  the  Bedford  Rural  District. 

Most  of  the  closets  are  connected  to  the  public  sewer,  with  only  a 
few  properties  draining  to  cesspools. 

(b)  Water  Supply 

All  house  properties  have  an  Internal  water  supply  from  the 
public  mains,  with  the  exception  of  three  houses  in  Cardington  Road 
being  part  of  the  area  which  was  included  in  the  Borough  from 
1st  April,  1968,  These  three  houses  have  a well  water  supply  and 
there  is  not  a water  main  near  enough  to  require  the  properties  to 
be  connected  to  the  public  supply. 

(c)  Other  amenities 

It  is  estimated  that  some  2,000  houses  in  the  Borough  are 
without  fixed  baths. 


(d)  Moveable  Dwellings 

There  are  no  licensed  caravan  sites  within  the  Borough. 

Caravans  do  arrive  in  the  town  and  occupy  such  sites  as  they  can 
find,  usually  this  is  in  the  Cardington  Road,  either  on  the  meadow 
land  or  in  a disused  part  of  Cardington  Road  at  the  Borough  boundary 
near  to  Cardington  village.  In  view  of  the  lack  of  facilities,  these 
vans  seldom  stay  in  the  Borough  for  any  length  of  time.  It  must 
be  admitted,  however,  that  people  travelling  around  the  country  in 
vans  find  it  very  difficult  to  find  a site  available  in  many  parts 
of  the  country. 


(e)  Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  registered  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Borough. 

(f)  Filthy  or  Verminous  Premises 

In  a small  number  of  cases  cleansing  of  premises  has  been 
carried  out  with  the  co-operation  of  the  occupier  and  it  was  only 
necessary  to  serve  one  statutory  notice  under  Section  83  of  the 
Public  Health  requiring  cleansing  of  filthy  premises.  This  notice 
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was  complied  with. 


Treatment  was  given  at  72  premises  for  the  eradication  of 
various  insect  pests.  1 1 of  these  were  in  respect  of  bugs,  seven 
of  which  were  in  Council  properties.  All  of  these  figures  show  a 
decrease  when  compared  with  1967. 

Complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  wasp  nests  and  at  36 
premises  nests  were  destroyed. 

(g)  Disinfection 

A Cleansing  Station  is  maintained  in  Barker's  lane  where  there 
is  a steam  disinfector. 

(h)  Inspection  of  Premises 

Daring  the  year  617  premises  were  inspected  under  the  various 
sections  of  the  Public  Health  Act.  Where  defects  were  found  or 
action  necessary,  Informal  Notices  were  served  and  usually  the  owner 
complied  with  such  Notices.  In  only  30  cases  was  it  necessary  to 
serve  Statutory  Notices.  This  figure  does  not  include  action 
mentioned  in  a previous  section  in  respect  of  repair  or  reconst  rue ticri 
of  drains  or  sewers. 


(i)  Public  Conveniences 

Public  Conveniences  in  Queen  Park, after  many  years  searching 
for  a suitable  site,  have  been  completed.  The  new  conveniences 
and  showers  built  in  connection  with  the  Lurke  Street  Multi-storey 
Car  Park  are  now  in  operation  and  special  facilities  have  been 
provided  for  one  w.c.  compartment  for  handicapped  persons  using 
wheel  chairs. 

The  damage  caused  by  vandals  has  continued  and  resulted  in 
a number  of  conveniences  becoming  unusable  by  members  of  the 
public.  Despite  the  use  of  modern  techniques  in  the  construction 
of  the  conveniences  wanton  damage  is  still  discovered. 

IV  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 
(a)  Food  Hygiene 

Regular  visits  of  inspection  of  food  premises  within  the 
Borough  are  made,  particular  attention  being  given  to  premises  where 
food  is  prepared  and  handled. 

During  the  year  it  was  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings 
against  the  proprietors  of  two  premises  for  failure  to  comply  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  In  the  first 
case  13  contraventions  were  proved  and  a fine  of  £30  imposed.  In 
the  second  case  4 offences  were  proved  and  the  proprietor  was  fined 
a total  of  £10.  Following  the  latter  case  the  owner  completely 
rebuilt  the  food  store  attached  to  his  retail  shop. 

The  food  premises  in  the  town  are  quite  well  run  and  in  most 
instances  the  Inspectors  receive  full  co-operation  of  the  management. 
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At  the  end  of  this  report  is  a table  which  is  required  by  the 
Department  of  Health  and  Social  Security  and  gives  the  categories 
of  food  trades  and  stating  whether  they  comply  with  Sections  16 
and  19  of  the  Regulations. 

(b)  Egg  Pasteurisation  Plants 

There  are  no  Egg  Pasteurisation  Plants  in  the  district. 

(c)  Poultry  processing  plants 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  plants  in  the  district. 

(d)  Markets 

Inspections  have  been  made  of  the  various  food  stores  and 
vehicles  covered  by  the  Food  Hygiene  (Market  Stalls  and  Delivery 
Vehicles)  Regulations  1966,  and  in  the  main  food  handlers  using 
these  vehicles  seem  to  be  aware  of  their  obligations. 

The  additional  facilities  necessary  for  the  open  market  to 
comply  with  the  above-mentioned  regulations  have  been  completed 
and  the  majority  of  stallholders  handling  foodstuffs  take 
advantage  of  these  facilities. 

The  standard  of  food  handling  is  good,  but  there  can  be  no 
justification  for  the  continuation  of  exposing  susceptible  food 
stuffs  in  an  open  market. 


(e)  Ice  Cream 


The  number  of  ice  cream  premises  registered  in  accordance 
with  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955  is  245.  62  ice 
cream  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for 
examination  the  the  results  were  as  follows 


No.  of 
Samples 


Percentage 


Grade 

1 

Satisfactory 

24 

38.7 

Grade 

2 

Fairly  Satisfactory 

17 

27,4 

Grade 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

9 

14.5 

Grade 

4 

Very  unsatisfactory 

12 

19.4 

There  is  no  legal  standard  for  ice  cream  but  the  results  shown 
above  are  very  unsatisfactory  especially  as  the  samples  in  Grades 
3 and  4 were  from  various  sources  such  as  ice  cream  vehicles, 
restaurants  and  the  retail  shops  where  ice  cream  is  served  or  sold. 
It  was  not  a case  of  one  unsatisfactory  food  shop  or  food  handler, 
but  instances  of  carelessness  when  serving  or  storing  ice  cream. 

( f ) Cream 

15  samples  of  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  for  examination.  These  samples  were  taken  as  part  of 
a survey  for  the  investigation  of  cream  and  the  grading  which  was 
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applied  was  that  in  use  for  ice  cream.  The  results  were  as  follows 


No.  of 
Samples 


Percentage 


Grade  1 Satisfactory 
Grade  2 Fairly  Satisfactory 
Grade  3 Unsatisfactory 
Grade  4 Very  Unsatisfactory 


9 

1 


Nil 

5 


60 

6.7 

Nil 

33.3 


(g)  Food  Sampling  and  Food  Complaints 


During  the  year  197  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Analyst  for  examination.  Of  these  83  were  milk  and  114  were  other 
foods.  A total  of  17  complaints  were  received,  mainly  in  respect 
of  foreign  bodies  in  articles  of  food  or  of  mould  growth  on  food. 

A table  showing  compi.aints  received  and  the  action  which  was  taken 
is  given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 


(h)  Milk  and  Dairies  (General  Regulations  1959 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1949-1965. 


The  designations  under  which  milk  is  sold  are  pasteurised, 
sterilised,  untreated  and  ultra-heat  treated. 

There  is  only  one  dairy  in  the  Borough  where  milk  is  processed 
and  bottled. 

Routine  samples  of  milk  are  obtained  each  week  during  the  year, 
and  306  such  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
for  examination.  Of  these  218  were  pasteurised  milk,  46  sterilised 
milk  and  42  ultra-heat  treated  milk.  All  of  the  samples  of  the 
latt.er  two  grades  of  milk  were  satisfactory  whilst  nine  of  the 
pasteurised  milk  samples  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  which  gives 
an  indication  of  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk. 

During  the  year  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  carried  out  a 
survey  of  milk  as  it  was  received  at  the  dairy  and  192  such  samples 
were  submitted  for  examination,  12  of  which  failed  to  satisfy  the 
Brucella  Ring  Test.  In  all  cases  of  failure  the  County  Public 
Health  Inspector  was  notified  of  the  name  and  address  of  the  producer 
of  the  milk,  as  the  premises  were  in  the  County  area. 


V SLAUGHTERHOUSE  ACT  1958 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1958 


There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  within  the  Borough,  this  being 
situated  in  Windsor  Road  and  operated  by  Canvin  Supplies  Limited.  A 
Public  Health  Inspector  is  present  throughout  the  hours  of  slaughter 
Details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  is  given  at  the  end  of 
this  report. 

During  the  year  the  sum  of  £549  5s.  Od.  was  received  in 

respect  of  meat  inspection  charges.  This  is  a decrease  of  £200 
on  the  previous  year  and  is  accounted  for  by  a reduction  of  4,000 
on  the  number  of  animals  slaughtered.  9 licences  were  issued  to 
Slaughtermen  during  1968. 
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VI  CLEAN  AIR  ACT  1956 


During  1968  work  under  the  Clean  Air  Act  has  progressed 
slowly  in  the  implementation  of  the  No. 4 Smoke  Control  Area. 
In  addition  preparatory  work  in  connection  with  Nos. 5 and  6 
has  been  completed  in  order  that  Areas  4,  5 & 6 may  come 
into  operation  in  July  1969.  The  designation  of  No, 5 area 
became  possible  due  to  the  extension  of  the  Borough  Boundary 
and  No. 6 due  to  the  new  development  of  a small  area  of  land 
in  the  south  western  part  of  the  Borough,  By  these  two 
areas  a further  881  acres  will  become  smoke  controlled. 

A total  of  2,418,32  acres  will  then  be  subject  to  smoke 
control  which  is  over  40%  of  the  existing  Borough  acreage. 

No  serious  industrial  smoke  nuisance  has  occurred  during 
the  year  and  only  occasionally  have  mechanical  defects 
caused  short  periods  of  black  smoke.  The  co-operation 
received  from  the  industrial  firms  has  been  very  good. 

The  five  daily  recording  apparatus  have  been  serviced 
continually  throughout  the  year  and  the  results  recorded 
later  in  the  Report  indicate  that' the  improvement  in  the 
standard  of  air  pollution  throughout  the  Borough  continues 
to  improve. 
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VII  OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES 
ACT  1963 


73  new  premises  were  registered  during  1968.  Usually  a 
new  registration  is  the  result  of  an  inspection  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspector  as  most  occupiers  of  premises  seem  to  be  still  unaware  of 
their  legal  responsibility  to  notify  the  Authority  of  the  fact 
that  they  will  be  occupying  premises  which  will  be  covered  by  the 
Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  1963.  Allowing  for 
registrations  which  were  cancelled  this  showed  an  increase  of  30 
premises  when  compared  with  1967.  675  visits  of  inspection  were 

made  to  premises  registered  under  the  Act  of  which  234  were  full 
inspections.  95  Notices  were  sent  to  occupiers  to  remedy  various 
defects.  No  exemptions  were  granted. 

37  accidents  which  occurred  in  registered  premises  were 
notified  to  this  Authority  during  the  year.  Every  ooportunity  is 
taken  to  inform  occupiers  of  their  responsibility  to  notify 
accidents,  but  I do  feel  that  many  occur  which  are  not  notified  to 
the  Department. 

Details  of  registration  of  premises,  the  number  of  persons 
employed  and  the  number  of  accidents  which  have  been  notified  are 
given  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

VIII  FACTORIES  ACT  1961 

78  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  factories  during  1968  and 
2 Informal  Notices  were  served  in  respect  of  defects  discovered. 

IX.  PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

400  manholes  were  baited  with  f luoracetamide  and  the  results, 
based  on  the  number  of  rats  which  were  taken  out  by  the  screening 
process  at  the  sewage  pumping  station,  appear  to  be  very  good. 
Treatment  was  undertaken  by  a private  firm. 

Treatment  for  rodents  in  private  houses  is  carried  out  free 
of  charge  whilst  15s.  Od.  per  man  hour  is  charged  in  respect  of 
contracts  made  for  treatments  at  business  premises.  56  contracts 
were  entered  into  and  the  sum  of  £183  10s.  Od.  received. 

X OTHER  ACTS 

(a)  Noise  Abatement  Act  1960 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  in 
respect  of  any  noise  nuisance  during  the  year  and  though  a number 
of  complaints  were  received  statutory  nuisances  could  not  be  proved. 
In  such  cases  the  alleged  nuisances  have  been  abated  by  the 
co-operation  of  the  managements  concerned. 

Numerous  complaints  have  been  received  concerning  noisy 
all  night  parties,  and  v/hen  the  Public  Health  (Recurring  Nuisances) 
Act  is  passed,  positive  action  will  be  taken  to  prevent  such 
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nuisances . 


(b)  Rag,  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
Act  1951 

Three  premises  are  registered  and  no  contraventions  were 
discovered  during  the  year. 

(c)  Pet  Animals  Act  1951 

Five  premises  are  registered  and  all  are  satisfactorily 
maintained . 


(d)  National  Assistance  Act  1948  - Section  50 
Burial  of  the  Dead 

Funerals  of  11  persons  were  undertaken  as  no  other  arrangements 
were  made.  The  following  table  gives  details  showing  the  cost  of  the 
burial  or  cremation  and  the  recovery  of  expenses. 


No. 

Age 

Sex 

Cost  of  Burial 

or  cremation 

Recovery  c£ 
Expenses 

1 

6/12years 

F 

£7 

10s. 

Od. 

Full  cost 

recovered . 

2 

68years 

M 

£16 

5s, 

Od. 

Full  cost 

recovered . 

3 

58  years 

M 

£18 

Is, 

Od. 

Full  cost 

recovered. 

4 

eiyears 

M 

£18 

Is. 

Od. 

Full  cost 

recovered. 

5 

6 days 

M 

£2 

5s. 

Od. 

Full  cost 

recovered . 

6 

3/12years 

M 

£7 

Os. 

Od, 

£4  10s, 

recovered. 

7 

53years 

F 

£18 

Is, 

Od. 

Full  cost 
recovered. 

8 

Still  Horn 

£2 

5s, 

Od. 

Nil-Death 
grant  not 
payable . 

9 

3/12years 

M 

£7 

Is. 

Od. 

Full  cost 

recovered 

10 

42years 

M 

£19 

7s. 

Od. 

Nil-Death 
grant  not 
payable . 

11 

53years 

M 

£18 

Is. 

Od. 

Nil-Death 
grant  not 
payable 

(e)  Scrap  Metal  Dealers'  Act 
9 premises  are  now  registered  under  this  Act. 
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IX  PUBLIC  HEALTH  EDUCATION 


The  role  of  the  Public  Health  Inspector  as  an  educationist 
increase  with  every  Act  of  Parliament  passed  affecting  his  duties. 

He  is  thus  able  to  effect  a great  deal  of  improvement  in  the 
st-indards  of  the  premises  with  which  he  has  to  deal  without 
resorting  to  legal  proceedings. 

Courses  organised  in  conjunction  with  the  Education  Authority  on 
Food  Hygiene  have  continued  and  16  students  were  successful  in 
obtaining  the  Certificate  issued  by  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee 
In  addition  13  students  sat  for  the  Royal  Society  of  Health 
Catering  Certificate  and  11  were  successful.  Since  the  commencement 
of  these  courses  in  1957  394  have  obtained  Certificates. 

XI 1 DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT 

Visits  are  made  to  the  Poultry  Market  in  Herne  Lane  and  to  the 
Cattle  Market  in  Commercial  Road  as  required.  Assistants  are 
employed  for  the  issue  of  Movement  Licences,  cleansing  of  vehicles, 
etc . 


The  last  Saturday  market  where  Foot  and  Mouth  restrictions 
applied  was  on  8th  february,  1968.  A total  of  409  Movement 
Licences  were  issued  during  1968  making  a total  of  1038  licences 
issued  during  the  period  of  the  outbreak. 

Licences  are  also  required  at  any  time  for  the  movement  of 
swine  from  a sale  and  1455  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 
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XIII  STATISTICAL  TABLES 


1.  Housing 

Action  taken  during  1968 


No,  of  Houses  demolished 

Private  Ownership  8 

Owned  by  Local  Authority  24 

No.  of  dwellings  closed 

Houses  2 

Part  of  buildings  1 

No.  of  families  displaced  20 

No.  of  persons  displaced  49 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

(Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts)  1089 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  not 

to  be  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  154 

No,  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  103 

2,  Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation 

Number  of  premises  occupied  as  Houses 
in  Multiple  Occupation  at  31st 

December,  1968.  715 

Number  of  persons  occupying  these 
premises 

Adults  4,549 

Children  1,552 


Total  Persons  6 , 101 
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NATIONALITIES  OF  OCCUPANTS  IN  MULTIPLE  OCCUPATION  SINCE  1955 
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Adults  Ch.  ‘ Children 


3.  Rent  Act,  1957 


N'jTiber  of  applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair 

Number  of  applications  approved 

Number  of  undertakings  from  owners  accepted 

Number  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair  issued 

4.  Food  Inspection 
(A)  No,  of  premises 


No, 

Comply 

with 

Reg , 16 

Premises 

to  which 
Reg,  19 
applies 

Comply 
with 
Reg, 19 

Bakehouses 

12 

12 

12 

12 

Brewery  and  Soft  Drink 
Manufacturers 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Butchers 

42 

42 

42 

42 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

60 

60 

60 

60 

Canteens  (works  and  schools) 73 

73 

73 

73 

Confectioners 

69 

69 

69 

69 

Fishmongers  (including 
fish  fryers) 

19 

19 

19 

19 

Food  Storage  Depots 

14 

14 

14 

14 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  34 

34 

34 

34 

Grocery  and  provisions 

105 

105 

105 

105 

Licensed  Premises 

98 

98 

98 

98 

Sweet  and  Chocolate 

Manufacturers 

6 

6 

6 

6 

Supermarkets 

3 

3 

3 

3 

In  addition  there  are  41  stalls  on  the  market  square,  as 
follows 


Confectionery  3 
Fish  3 
Snack  bars  2 
Fruit  and  Vegetables  32 
Poultry  1 
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(B)  SAMPLES  SENT  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST 


(i)  Purchases 


Nature  of  Sample 

Formal 

Informal 

Drugs 

2 

Fish,  Tinned  and  Fish  Pastes 

- 

7 

Fruit  Drinks,  Juices,  Squashes 
and  Minerals 

_ 

9 

Groceries,  Miscellaneous 

2 

70 

Ice  Cream 

- 

9 

Meat  and  Meat  Products 

- 

9 

Milk 

3 

80 

Sausages  and  Sausage  Meat 

- 

2 

Sweets 

4 

5 

192 

(ii)  Complaints 


Nature  of  Sample 

No . 

Baby  Food 

1 

Bread 

3 

Butter 

1 

Cake 

1 

Cooking  Oil 

1 

Cream 

1 

Meat  and  meat  products 

5 

Milk 

2 

Teething  Rusks 

1 

Tinned  Goods 

1 

17 
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(C)  SAMPLES  REPORTED  BY  PUBLIC  ANALYST  TO  BE  NOT 
GENUINE  OR  OTHERWISE  GIVING  RISE  TO  IRREGULARITY 


Sample  No. 

Commodity 

Nature  of  Adulteration 
(as  a result  of  examin- 
ation by  Public  Analyst) 

Remarks 

Foi^ 

mal 

Infor- 

mal 

527 

Bread  Roll 

Contained  foreign 
matter,  to  wit  - 
mixture  of  iron  rust 
and  grease 

Fined  £10 

587 

Cake  - 

Chocolate 

Roll 

Contained  extraneous 
vegetable  matter 

Extraneous  vegetable 
matter  could  possibly 
be  charred  substance 
from  previous  baking. 
No  action  - Vendors 
informed . 

597 

Butter 

Found  to  be  soft  cheese 

Vendors  notified 

603 

Milk 

Bottle 

Deposit  adhering  to 
inside  of  bottle  is 

hardened  milk  residue 

No  action 

604 

Bread  and 

Butter 

Fatty  portion  of  the 
sample  is  margarine 
containing  about’  10% 
butter 

Warning  letter  to 
vendors 

605 

Hot  Milk 

Milk  is  deficient  in 

solids  - not  fat  to 
the  extent  of  10.94% 

Warning  letter  to 
vendors 

609 

Milk  - 

Channel 

Islands 

Channel  Islands  milk 

should  contain  not  less 
than  4.0%  milk  fat. 
Deficient  to  extent  of  7% 

Formal  sample  taken 

639 

Cream 

Horns 

Fatty  portion  of  sample 
has  probably  been 
prepared  from  margarine 
containing  about  10% 
butter 

Warning  letter  to 
vendors 

642 

Corned 

Beef 

Contained  Tin  202  pp.m 

Tin  in  foodstuff  should 
not  contain  more  than 

250  pp.m.  Cannot  be 

recommended  for  human 
consumption  unless  outer 
layer  be  removed 

No  action 

645 

Cooking 

Oil 

It  is  rancid  - not  of 
quality  demanded  by 
purchaser 

No  action.  Sample 

had  been  opened  by 
purchaser.  Further 

sample  taken  from 
shop  proved  to  be 
satisfactory 
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Sample  No. 

Commod ity 

Nature  of  Adulteration 
(as  a result  of  examin- 

Remarks 

For- 

mal 

Infor- 

mal 

ation  by  Public  Analyst 

646 

Figs  in 

Syrup 

Contained  foreign  matter, 
to  wit  6 maggots 

Legal 

proceedings 

instituted 

Fined  £10. 

691 

Bread  Roll 
( buttered) 

Stained  w'ith  a substance 
giving  a positive 
reaction  for  iron 

Investigations 
made.  Warning 
to  manufacturers 

701 A 

Brown  Rice 

Contained  dead  mites  and 

contaminated  with 

ammoniacal  matter 

Formal  Sample 
taken . 

701 

755 

Brown  Rice 

Tomato 

paste  with 
basil  leaf 

Contained  dead  mites  and 

contaminated  with 

ammoniacal  matter 

It  contained  copper  to 
the  extent  of  300  pp.m. 
(calculated  on  dry  solids) 
Copper  in  tomato  paste 
should  not  exceed  100 
pp.m.  (calculated  on  dry 
solids ) 

Legal  proceedings 
inst i tuted . 

Fined  £5. 

735 

Farex 

Baby  Food 

Slightly  rancid. 

Investigations 
made.  Warning 
letter  to 

vendors  and 

recommendations 

made  and  advice 
given  as  to 
rotation  of 
stock . 
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(D)  UNSOUND  FOOD  - 
NOT  SUBMITTED  TO  PUBLIC  ANALYST 


Article 

Source  of 
Complaint 

Nature  of 
Complaint 

Action  taken 

Bottle  of  Milk 

Private 

Individual 

Contained  dirt 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £20, 

Gammon  Bacon 

Private 

Individual 

Mouldy 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £15. 

Loaf 

Private 

Individual 

Mouldy 

Investigations  made. 
Warning  letter  to 
vendors. 

Meat  Pasty 

Private 

Individual 

Mouldy 

Investigations  made. 
Warning  letter  to 
vendors . 

Sausage 

Private 

Individual 

Fly  under  Skin 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £10. 

Slimcea  Loaf 

Private 

Individual 

Mouldy 

Investigations  made. 
Warning  letter  to 
vendors . 

Double  Cream 

Private 

Individual 

Containing 
piece  of  cloth 

Investigations  made. 
Warning  letter  to 
vendors  and  manufacturer^ 

Steak  & Kidney 
( pre-packed) 

Private 

Individual 

Decomposing 

Investigations  made. 
Warning  letter  to 
vendors  and  reconriencbticns 
made,  and  advice  given 
as  to  refrigerated 
display . 

3 wrapped 

Loaves 

Health 

Inspector 

Exposed  for  sale- 
Mouldy 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £5. 

4oz.  Packet 
of  Ham 

Private 
Indiv idual 

Decomposing 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £15. 

Ovaltine 
Teething  Rusks 

Private 

Individual 

Contaminated 
with  insects. 

Legal  proceedings 
instituted.  Fined  £10. 
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(E)  DAIRIES  AND  MILK  DISTRIBUTION 


Premises  registered  as  Dairies  ...  ...  I 


Milk  Distributors  ... 

95 

(F)  milk  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATIONS) 

LICENCES 

No.  of  Licences 

Ultra-heat  treated  ... 

39 

Pasteurised  Milk  ... 

* 91 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ... 

26 

Sterilised  Milk  ... 

57 

TOTAL 

213 

* Includes  one  pasteurisation  plant. 
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(G)  EXAMINATION  OF  SPECIALLY  DESIGNATED  MILK 
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(H) 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


( 1 ) Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


(C 

Cattle 

jxcludln^ 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 
& Lambs 

Goats 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed  and 
inspected 

2,954 

239 

290 

7,265 

49 

4,440 

15,237 

All  diseases  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticercosis.  Whole 
Carcases  Condemned 

4 

6 

7 

24 

5 

46 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

1,072 

28 

2 

454 

503 

2,059 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 

than  tuberculosis  & 
cysticercosis 

36.4 

14.2 

3.1 

6,6 

9.2 

13.2 

Tuberculosis  only  - 
Whole  carcases  condaiiK 

3d 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  som 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

e 

1 

40 

41 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

0.03 

0.9 

0.3 

Cysticercus  Bovis. 
Carcases  with  some 
part  or  organ  ccndennec 

6 

6 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

6 

6 

Generalized  and  totally 
condemned  j 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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(2)  Meat  Weight  Condemned 


Class 

of 

Animal 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases 

Total 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

carcase 

& Offal 

lbs. 

Whole 

Carcase 

Part 

Carcase 

& Offal 

1 lbs. 

lbs. 

Cattle 

(excluding  cow 

s)  - 

1 

21 

4 

1,072 

15,061 

15,082 

Cows 

- 

- 

- 

6 

28 

2,  115 

2, 115 

Calves 

- 

- 

- 

7 

2 

406 

406 

Sheep  & Lambs 

- 

- 

- 

24 

454 

2,388 

2,388 

Pigs 

- 

40 

499 

5 

503 

3,  101 

3,600 

Goat  s 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Total 

- 

41 

520 

46 

2,059 

23,071 

23,591 

(I)  OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 


Class  of  Food 

lbs 

No.  of  tins  meat  and  meat  products 

324 

1,260 

No.  of  tins  other 

2,014 

3,921 

Meat,  English,  retail  shops 

392 

Meat,  Imported,  retail  shops 

72 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

256 

Fish 

146 

Fruit  and  vegetables 

715 

Frozen  Foods 

70 

Ice  Cream 

189 

Sweets 

28 

Groceries,  Miscellaneous 

1,570 

Eggs 

390 

Medicines 

28 

packets 

Oil 

35 

gallons 

Flasks  wine 

27 

gallons 

Drinks 

47 

tins 

638 

bottles 

Bottles  miscellaneous 

• • • 

131 
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OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  DEMISES  ACT,  1963 


TABLE  A - REGISTRATIONS  AND  GENERAL  INSPECTIONS 


Class  of  Premises 

No. of  Premises 
Registered 
during  the  year 

Total  No.  of 
Premises  Regista?ed 
at  end  of  the  year 

No. of  Premises 
receiving  a 
general  inspec- 
tion during 
the  year 

Off ices 

33 

302 

58 

Retail  Shops 

29 

496 

148 

Wholesale  Shops 

and  Warehouses 

6 

60 

13 

Catering  establish- 

ments  open  to  the 

public  and  canteens  5 

65 

13 

Fuel  Storage  Depot 

s 

8 

2 

Totals 

73 

931 

234 

TABLE  B - NUMBER  OF  VISITS  OF  ALL  KINDS  BY 
INSPECTORS  TO- REGISTERED  PREMISES 

675 


TABLE  C - EMPLOYED  IN  REGISTERED  PREMISES 
OR  WORKPLACE 


Class  of  Workplace 


No.  of  Persons  Employed 


Offices  4,414 

Shops  3,934 

Wholesale  departments  and  warehouses  566 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the 

public  614 

Canteens  75 

Fuel  storage  depots  16 


Total 


9,619 


Total  Males  4,448 


Total  Females  5,171 


TABLE  D - EXEMPTIONS 

There  were  no  exemptions  granted  during  1968. 

TABLE  E - PROSECUTIONS 

Prosecutions  instituted  of  which  the  hearing  was  completed 

in  1968  Nil 

No.  of  Complaints  (or  summary  applications)  made 

under  Section  22  Nil 

No.  of  Interim  orders  granted  Nil 
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TABLE  F 


INSPECTORS 


No.  of  Inspectors  appointed  under  Section  52(1)  or  (5)  of  the  Act-  8 

No.  of  other  staff  employed  for  most  of  their  time  on  work  in 

connection  with  the  Act  - Nil 


ACCIDENTS 


Workplace  and  Sex 


Class  of  Workplace 

Adults  over  18  years 

Young  Persons  under  18  yrs. 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Offices 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Retail  Shops 

14 

11 

6 

- 

Wholesale  Shops 
& Warehouses 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Catering  Establishmaits 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Canteens 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

1 

- 

- 

- 

ACCIDENTS 


Type 

of  Injury 

Primary  Cause 

Fracture 

& Dis- 
locations 

Sprains 

and 

Strains 

AmputatLcn 

Open 

Wounds 

& 

Surfee 

Irxjury 

amsing 

Oushing 

concuss- 

ion 

Burns 

Total 

Handling  Goods 

- 

5 

1 

4 

3 

1 

14 

Use  of  Hand  Tools 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

5 

Falls  of  Persons 

1 

5 

- 

1 

3 

- 

10 

Machinery  ( Power 
& non  power) 

- 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

4 

Stepping  on  or 
striking  against 
objects  or  persons 

1 

1 

2 

Struck  by  falling 
object 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

2 

TOTAL 

2 

12 

1 

12 

9 

1 

37 
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(A)  INSPECTIONS  FOR  PLIRPOSES  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
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(B)  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND 
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Includes  notices  outstanding  from  previous  years. 


(C)  OUTWORK 
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Theie  is  a Nil  rclvirn  foi-  all  other  types  of  outwork. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1949 
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8.  Premises  Disinfested 


Premises 

Nature  of 

Vermin 

Number  of 

Premises 

Houses  - Council 

Bugs 

7 

Ants 

9 

Wasps 

4 

Beetles,  etc. 

Houses  - Privately  Owned 

Bugs 

3 

Ant  s 

9 

Wasps 

30 

Beetles, etc . 

o 

1 

Business  Premises 

Bugs 

1 

Ant  s 

4 

Wasps 

2 

Beetles,  etc. 

1 

Total 

72 
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Summary  of  General  Inspections  and  Administrative 
Duties 

Housing 

Houses  inspected  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957  472 

Houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habitation  1 

Premises  inspected  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  617 

Premises  where  nuisances  discovered  133 

Premise  where  nuisances  abated  82 

Overcrowding  (not  including  houses  in  Multiple  Occupation) 

Visits  g 

Infectious  Diseases 

Investigations  undertaken  621 

Specimens  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  96 

Verminous  and  other  Conditions 

Visits  to  verminous  premises  124 

Drainage 

House  drains  tested  or  inspected  on  complaint  or  after 

infectious  disease  220 

Revisits  during  repairs  or  reconstruction  76 

Blocked  drains  cleared  714 

Visits  to 

Houses  in  Multiple  Occupation  1626 

Moveable  Dwellings,  Caravans,  etc.  16 

Public  Houses  35 

Clubs  14 

Hotels  2 

Restaurants  816 

Fish  Frying  Premises  57 

Slaughterhouses  492 

Works  Canteens  57 

Dairies  33 

School  Canteens  28 

Other  Shops  and  Premises  where  Food  is  Prepared,  stored 

or  exposed  for  sale  1271 

Bakehouses  92 

Places  of  Entertainment  9 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  64 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  14 

Work  places  17 

Premises  where  animals  are  kept  10 

Offensive  trade  premises  6 

Visits  reference  complaint  or  discovered  nuisance  272 

Miscellaneous  visits  1123 

Unsuccessful  visits  1527 

Food  and  Drugs 

Samples  submitted  to  Public  Analyst 
Milk  83 

Ice  Cream  9 

Other  Foods  and  Drugs  105 
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Samples  examined  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service: 

Milk  508 

Ice  Cream  62 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction 

Inspection  of  Premises,  etc.  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  129 

Inspection  of  Premises,  etc.  by  Rodent  Operators  350 

Visits  for  treatment,  including  revisits  833 

Rent  Act 

Interviews  11 

Investigations  15 

Smoke  Abatement 

Observations  62 

Interviews  with  managers,  stokers,  etc.  20 

Inspection  of  boiler  plants  19 

Smoke  Control  Area  - visits  1233 

Atmospheric  pollution  apparatus  - Recordings  58 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 

Visits  to  Offices  158 

Visits  to  Retail  Shops  171 

Visits  to  Wholesale  Depots  ii  Warehouses  28 

Visits  to  Catering  Establishments  & Canteens  15 

Visits  to  Fuel  Storage  Depots  3 

General  and  Office  Routine 

Visits  for  interviews  56-1 

Interviews  at  office  160 

Attendances  at  m.gistrates'  courts  18 

Noise 

Visits  59 

Diseases  of  Animals 

Visits  to  (a)  Cattle  Market  63 

(b)  Poultry  Market  33 

General  Administration 
Notices  served; 

Informal  Formal 


Housing  Act  21  146 

Landlord  and  Tenant  Act  33 

Public  Health  Act  68  67 

Factories  Act  8 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations  98 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act  95 

Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act  1 6 

Food  Hygiene  (Market,  Stalls  and  Delivery 

Vehicles)  Regulations  17 

Noise  Abatement  Act  1 

342  219 
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V 


SMOKE  concentration  IN  MICROGRAMMES /CU. 
MONTHLY  AVERAGES  FOR  I96S 
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CONCENTRATION  IN  MICROGRAMMES  / CU.M. 
MONTHLY  AVERAGES  EOR  1968. 
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